
forJeiriisali 

AM^AT4 (Petraf-— life' Royal 
CbT^isam^forJcnisaicm 
Affaire ..(RCJA) has^ submitted a~ 
BBcrabcamicaR^ Kr Prime^ Minister 
. Zaid Israeli current 

attempts Td^igabouVa transfer • 
df-the American embassy from 
Tet Aviv to occupied Jerusalem. 

.....Tflse memprimmuiij submitted 
by RCJA GHadrinan AkramZuai-" 
ter^-said ffielsraeli attempts, were 
posing grave threats to the future 
rif-'tfae aty bf^Jerusalem's 'Arab 
and; Islamic identity. /. ;«* 7 •* 

I^Isr^:gocupatioD author¬ 
ities have been byi^ to persuade 
the/United States tomove its. 
Hsmbassy to Jerusalem -ever since 
tbe 3967 occupation of Arab land, 
in Palestinem'a bid to jay empha- - 
sis to and consolidate its hold 
over the Holy City which it claims 
asite “capijal^ the memorandum 

said... • Jr 1; .- . .;• '. 

. . it added that Israel porsuesits 
endeavoursio bring about the 
transfer ;of other • embassies to 
ocebfMed lerusalem in a bid to 
make its .occupation of the Holy 
Qty^Eemdegjti m g te .v; 

- The memorandurasaid that the. 
United States had so Eft refused 
to transfer itx embassy to occu-» 
pied JenisaJem and announced 
- that it condemns Israel’s occupa¬ 
tion of Arab Jerusalem-trad does 


als to Rifat 
em action 

not recognise the de facto situa¬ 
tion —.a policy consistent with 
the policies of the Arab and 
; Islamic nations. - 

v But the memorandum said that 
persistent reports indicate that 
Israel Was intensifying its moves 
to bring about a transfer of the 
U.S, embassy to occupied Jeru¬ 
salem. According to reports 
there. had been attempts to 
purchase a land in occupied Jeru¬ 
salem to build the American 
embassy; and Israel was currently 
exerting efforts at the U.S. State 
Departnnent for purchase of the 
plot of land, die memorandum 
said. 

- It said that the transfer of the 
U.S. embassy to occupied Jeru¬ 
salem would constitute a serious 
.threat to. the Arab and Islamic 
identity of the Holy Gty. ‘*The 
commission appeals to the gov¬ 
ernment to give due attention to 
the issue and to establish contact 
over the situation with the foreign 
ministers of Arab. Islamic and 
friendly .states to foil Israel’s 
attempts and ensure that the U.S. 
wOT continue to respect U.N. 
resolutions whidi call on all na¬ 
tions to refrain from transferring 
their embassies to Jerusalem,” 
the memorandum said. 


TUNIS f Agencies) —- The Arab 
corwftittee cha rged, wiihorgairis- 
-u%;isupgpit-.fpr;..the: :PaJestiniair 
uprisings theoccupied terntor- 
• se? mebbere Monday andissued 
ah;'aj£>eal to -.the. international 
cojiiSWnity-, .-mstjtutkras,: govern- : 
parliaments addparties to 


-end: to-, theltorrible.•, massacres 
comntiftedb^ 

' tfon authorities- t '-' 7 ' 1 

. The appealycarried by the JoN 
dan-^News Agency,-Petra, also 
called for urgent- international 
moves to prbiect the .Palestinian 
people^liying ip the cccup^d ter¬ 
ritories and exert aft possible to-. 
deayours to'eiid -The -^Israeli 
occupationof'Arab texfftories: 

‘ A^tafem^nt iSsoect.at-dre end: 
oft he TneetiHgvJwfech. was called 
forty the Tepresepiapve of Pales-" 
tme at tbe Arab League’ praised 
the Palestinian people's^sadfast- . 
ness against Israeli measures and 
_yo^bd fficArabWorid^s^olidar- 
ity-waththejPaJe^foiaii-stniggle 
. and, called 7 fbr continued support 
for. -uprising; 

Petra said." - v. : . 

• T^comndtfee renewed prog- 
res of efforts undertaken to Im- 
ptem&Qt resolutions itadopted'at 
a" meeting fieldJau .22, the agen- 
cy added. , 

FoDowing the meeting, .Arab 
" Leagued. Assistant: Secrerary- 
General for Palestinian Affairs 


Mohammad A1 Farra told repor¬ 
ters .that, the committee would 
soon be’undertaken moves to ex¬ 
plain. Israel’s violation of tbe hu- 
■ man rights of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple in the occupied territories and 
to demand tiiat the international 
community shoulder its responsi- 
IriHties-towards >ihe - Palestinian 

people- . 

. He emphasised the role that 
-the United Nations should play in 
protecting the Palestinian people, 
putting an end ta Israeli crimes 
and seeking peace in tbe region 
based on the Palestinian people's 
rights. ■■■*■:■ 

The committee is composed of 
, representatives from Tunisia, 

- Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Syria, the Palestine Liberation 
.Organisation (PLO) and Arab 
League Secretary-General Qjadli 
Kfibi. 

. The committee was created in 
January. 1988 in response to the 
Palestinian Uprising. 

- Tl has actively lobbied U.N. 
members, especially those on the 
Security Council, and regional 

Ibrthe*uprising. . 

. Palestinian sources at tbe meet¬ 
ing said 37 Palestinians were Jai¬ 
led in January alone. They said 
1,289 have been wounded by 
Israeli troops since January last 
year, 1,382 arrested and 10 ex¬ 
pelled. ".•••• 
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;^yi>V Israel debate value of Taba buildings 

— Egyptand Israd Monday debated the value of 
^s « H wat fedfitKs at Taba* held by the Zionist state but awarded to 
■ g^^ : fe^&itenUdibBalaAifeatfles> Disputes over compensation fora 
hefet [ andtenrist vffiage andover Israeli access have delayed Israel’s 
Pfdlout from- the -area. Egypt's chief ne go ti at o r , Tootrsm Minister 
FrontfSultan, sald after Monday’s negotiating session in Cairo that be 
nfrjftfH to J frai»t«t of an Jbradi•• report on fhe-valoe of the Taba 
btdl&igK. - ; 

ifl^Lresijmesreliefto S. Sudan 

U JVi. food r^f agency said Monday it had sent its 
first timdk convoy of food to the starving people of southern Sudan, 
shice it its drives were kffled in a rebel attack last September. The 
World Food Programme (WFP)said it estimated that 
'^30(000 Siamese need food aui this year. It said it bad seat 16 trucks 
with 28tytorines; of maize from tgunda into southern Sudan, whore 
governmeot sohfios and rebeb has left hundreds of 
•^wjunaib of pe^de viliumt .eraoA food. 

|4i^arak to visit JJAEf Oman 

CftJRO (AP) ~ Itiesadent Hosnl Mabarak wfll visit the United Arab 
Ehriit». : t|d Oraaa later- this month for talks on Arab and 
-&ierqationalissi>es, the Middle East News Ageicy reported Monday. 
'•g SfehgShtty addtimt Mnbarak would virit the United Arab Emirates 
oh fiJs-W^y ’to- Japan where, he wffl. attend. the frmerai iof Japan's 


wrhis way teui from Tokyo. MENA did not specify a date for either 
trip^'nie'enqwrbr^rfoaad is.Feb. 24. - 


TITJMBIARA, BraiftUO — Former Paraguayan strongman Alfredo 
StroesaiovdepcKed last week ln a bloody coup, settled into ex3e in 
Brad Moafoy rind was stayfejg'in a mansion owned by fhe state 


Iraq presents its highest honour to Al Hussein 

King returns 
talks in Bagla 





Iraqi President Saddam Hussein Monday deco¬ 
rates His Majesty King Hussein with the highest 


Arabs urge world effort 
to protect Palestinians 


Government seeks to address 
expected shortage of produce 

lMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- His Majesty King Hussein had cultural production due to risks 
mment is studying ways to instructed the government to emailed in the process. But, he 
eal with an expected shortage compensate Jordan Valley far- said, representatives of con- 
f agricultural products in the mers whose crops had sus- cemed sectors have provided 
>cal market in the wake of a tamed damage as a result of the the Ministry of Agriculture 
rost wave that hit Jordan Val- frost. Subsequently special with a tentative formula which 
;y farmlands last month, committees were studying the could help introduce some kind 
icting Minister of Agriculture damage, which was found to of agricultural insurance. The 
larwan Hmoud said Monday. cost a total of JD 500,000, he plan has now been referred to 
The minister, quoted by the said. But, further frost waves the Ministry of Planning for 
Drdan News Agency, Petra, forced the government to re- studies, the minister said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov¬ 
ernment is studying ways to 
deal with an expected shortage 
of agricultural products in the 
local market in the wake of a 
frost wave that hit Jordan Val¬ 
ley farmlands last month. 
Acting Minister of Agriculture 
Marwan Hmoud said Monday. 

The minister, quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said the frost heralded a tem¬ 
porary halt in agricultural pro¬ 
duction, thus adversely affect¬ 
ing the market and local con¬ 
sumers and leading to increases 
in prices of agricultural pro¬ 
ducts and a temporary halt of 
exports....... 

Before the frost hit, Jorilan 
used to export nearly 1,500 
tonnes of crops to Gulf coun¬ 
tries on a daily basis, the 
minister said. 

Hmoud. who is minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment, said that 


His Majesty King Hussein had 
instructed the government to 
compensate Jordan Valley far¬ 
mers whose crops had sus¬ 
tained damage as a result of the 
frost. Subsequently special 
committees were studying the 
damage, which was found to 
cost a total of JD 500,000, he 
said. But, further frost waves 
forced the government to re¬ 
consider the situation, because 
more areas were affected 
prompting the formation of 
new committees for a new and 
more comprehensive report. 

Hmoud expressed hope thar 
the committees would finalise 
their reports within two weeks 
before referring the matter to 
the Council of Ministers to 
decide on the amounts of com¬ 
pensation to farmers. 

In reply to a question by 
Petra, the minister said that 
local insurance companies had 
so far declined to insure agri- 


The Council of Ministers. 
Hmoud added, is giving this 
subject priority, considering 
the severe weather conditions 
that affected the country as a 
natural disaster that warrants 
compensation to affected 
fanners. 

The minister’s statements 
followed reports .in the local 
pre$s that damages in the Jor¬ 
dan Valley were estimated at 
JD 25 million, and lands owned 
by 1,000 farmers in tbe region 
had sustained severe damage. 


Israelis use new 
anti-uprising tactics 






jagii n tt m qgwiAirfipea plane Sunday.and' was Pawn by tbe Brazilian 
-aflr.foAS&ripi.MIiitatrr offldd add. The 
Fiac^aiqM: ^ OTt iiuu e a t HBeauwh8e. called jr wsMe a tial and 
eo ng ress k m^ dectioiia for May 1. - 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli police Mop- 
day soaked Palestinian protesters 
with green dye shot from water 
cannon with enough force to shat¬ 
ter windows along Arab Jeru¬ 
salem’s main shopping street. 

Tbe cannon fired bursts of 
dyed water to mark suspects for 
arrest during the dashes in Arab 
Jerusalem. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuters 
said two placemen were slightly 


into Sahiheddin street and began 
hnrtmg stones anti bricks in tbe 
worst protests in the city for 
weeks. • 

The protesters burned tyres, 
chanted nationalist slogans and 
smashed car windows before 
police dispersed them by firing 
rubber bullets, tear-gas and the 
water cannon. 

The abandoned street was- fil¬ 
led with rocks and glass shards 
and buildings were stained with 
tbe green-dyed water. There 
were no arrests. 

Palestinians said the force of 
tbe water cannon’broke shop 
windows. At a second-floor 
health clinic, water smashed win¬ 
dows and overturned the furni¬ 
ture inside. 

“Tbe police want problems. 
Why? Look at what they did. Will 
this help them?” asked a doctor 
at the dink. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
merchants staged a spontaneous 
commercial strike, coinciding 
with a call by underground 
Palestinian leaders for a day of 
confrontation in protest 1 at the 
killing of demonstrators. 

Troops shot dead three protes¬ 
ters and wounded more than 50 in 
weekend dashes in the Gaza 
Strip, casting doubt on Israeli 
c laims that a dampdown was 
bringing the 14-month-old 
Palestinian uprising under con¬ 
trol. 

On Monday, troops shot and 
wounded three protesters in the 
Gaza Strip inclmfing a 15-year- 
old-girl, hospital officials said. 
Tbe army said two Palestinian 
were woonded by rubber bullets 
in. the West Bank towns of Tul¬ 
karem and Jenin.-■ 


More than 130,000 people in 
the Gaza refugee camps of 
Jabalya, Khan Younis and Sha’ti 
remained confined to their homes 
under military curfews. Nur 
Shams refugee camp in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank was also under 
curfew. 

In Qalqilya, several offices in a 
building of the Israeli tax author¬ 
ities were set ablaze, tbe army 
said. 

Israel radio said Hamas, the 




claimed responsibility for the fire 
in graffiti daubed on nearby 
buildings. 

Egyptian call 

Egypt Sunday asked Israel to 
block attempts by an extremist 
Jewish group to obtain a court 
order to ban restoration work at 
the Al Aqsa Mosque and the area 
around it, a Foreign Ministry 
source said in Cairo. 

• The source, quoted by the AP, 
said the request was made in a 
meeting Sunday between Hussein 
Hassouna, director of Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid's 
office, and Shamoun Shamir, 
Israel's ambassador to Egypt. 

He said Hassouna had told the 
Israeli ambassador that “such a 
decision could afreet the present 
situation in the Al Aqsa Mosque 
and would be conridered an act 
against the holiness of the mos¬ 
que and the feelings of Muslims 
around the world.” 

Religious and political extrem¬ 
ists have launched a number of 
attacks on the mosque over the 
years which have damaged it. In 
1969, there was a major arson 
attack by an Australian who was 
later ruled insane by a court. In 
April 1982, there was a shooting 
spree by an American immigrant 
in which a guard and one other 
: person was Killed. And in July 
1985, -25 members of a Jewish 
underground group were con¬ 
victed of plotting to blow up the 
mosque. 

Tbe Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
source said a Jewish extremist 
group was trying to get a ruling 
from a higher Israeti court to stop 
restoration work In the complex. 


Benjedid, 
Hassan II 
open talks 
at Ifrane 

FEZ, Morocco (R) — Algerian 
President Chadfi Benjedid and 
King Hassan began talks at tbe 
Moroccan monarch’s moun¬ 
tain resort Monday to seal their 
reconciliation. 

Tbe two leaders embraced 
when Benjedid arrived at Fez 
airport to start a three-day 
▼bit, the first by an Algerian 
president in 17 years. 

Officials said the open-ended 
agenda would include the 
Western Sahara conflict, Afri¬ 
can and Arab affairs and coop¬ 
eration. 

The talks were being held in 
tbe secluded royal palace at 
Ifrane in the middle Atlas 
mountains. 

The Moroccan daily L’Opin- 
ion published by tbe opposition 
Istiqlal Party said it hoped tbe 
Western Sahara conflict would 
now be resolved to vindicate 
Moroccan daims to the dis¬ 
puted territory. 

In the daOy Le Matin, senior 
Minister of State Ahmad 
Alaoui compared the recon¬ 
ciliation to tbe Franco-German 
embrace between Charles de 
Ganile and Konrad Adenauer 
25 years ago. 

He said that m e e ting signal¬ 
led deteAe, entente and coop¬ 
eration. 

Beqjedid’s visit comes a 
week before a five-state 
Maghreb summit in Mar¬ 
rakesh. It is due to discuss a 
Maghreb union and plans to 
form an economic bloc com¬ 
prising Algeria, Libya, Mauri¬ 
tania, Morocco and Tunisia. 

The Algerian daily Al Mood- 
jnhid said the visit opened up 
prospects for intensive coop¬ 
eration, especially in the econo¬ 
mic field. 

The official Algerian news 
agency AJ'S said one of the first 
tangible results would be an 
agreement to set up a Joint 
company to boBd a pipefine 
whidi would carry Algerian i 
natural gas across Morocco to 


AMMAN h (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hus¬ 
sein returned to Amman Monday following a 
two-day visit to Baghdad and talks with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein on Arab issues, 
the Gulf situation and bilateral relations. 


Iraqi honour, tbe Al Rafidein Medal (Petra 
wirephoto) 


The talks between the two 
leaders covered Iraqi-Iranian 
negotiations on the implementa¬ 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 598 to bring about 
peace and obstacles posed by Iran 
that are impeding a lasting solu¬ 
tion, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. The two leaders dis¬ 
cussed the Palestine question and 
the latest developments, the Palesti¬ 
nian uprising in the occupied ter¬ 
ritories and means of helping the 
Palestinians regain their rights 
and their usurped land. 

During the visit. President 
Hussein presented the King with 
Ai Rafidein Medal, the highest 
Iraqi decoration, in recognition 
of nis national role and honour¬ 
able stand in support of the Arab 
Nation and his support for Iraq in 
its just struggle to defend the 
Arab Nation's soil. 

The president presented the 
medal to the King during a lunch 
be hosted in Baghdad and 


attended by the Jordanian de¬ 
legation and senior Iraqi officials. 

An Iraqi presidential decree 
said the medal was awarded to 
His Majesty in recognition and 
appreciation of his staunch sup¬ 
port for Iraq during the war with 
Iran. It recalled that the King was 
one of the brave men who came 
forward and announced that he 


would be the first volunteer to 
fight alongside Iraq in the battle. 

The decree said the King had 
visited the batilefrom many times 
and during one or those visits he 
fired a salvo of artillery tire 
against Iranian positions. Presi¬ 
dent Hu>sein remarked at the 
time that Jordan had thus official¬ 
ly and practically entered the 
war. the decree ^aid. 

It said that the King insisted 
that the footage of the firing be 
broadcast on television as' an 
open reaffirmation of Jordan's 
total solidarity with Iraq. 

The decree said His Majesty 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraqi leader thanks 
Jordanian committee 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein Monday 
expressed gratitude and appreciation for the efforts exerted by the 
Jordanian Popular Committee for the Support of the Struggle of the 
Iraqi People against Iranian aggression. 

During a meeting with the committee bead and members here 
Monday, President Hussein said he highly valued the national and 
sincere position Jordan adopted in support of Iraq. He also lauded 
all forms of aid Iraq received from other Arab bothers. 

The meeting was attended by Iraqi Culture and Information 
Minister Latif Nassif Jassem. 


PLO refutes Israel 

new ‘terrorism* els 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said Monday five com¬ 
mandos killed trying to infiltrate 
Israel were on a military mission 
and did not violate the group's 
renunciation of terrorism. 

“It was a military operation. It 
was a response to Israeli terror¬ 
ism and the aim was to attack 
Israeli soldiers,” a PLO official 
said in Tunis. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Meshe 
Arens seized on the incident, 
contending that it showed the 
PLO bad violated the conditions 
for dialogue with the United 
States. Arens said the comman¬ 
dos planned to attack “civilians" 
but gave no evidence for this. 

“Two days ago, we had an 
example of a ‘terrorist’ act by a 
brand) of the PLO," Arens said 
in a speech before the Confer¬ 
ence of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organisations. 

“I resume that in Washington, 
they also noticed what happened, 
but to the extent that somebody 
there may not have noticed, we 
will draw his attention to it," 
Arens added on Israel Radio 
after the speech. 

Tbe PLO official in Tunis 
noted that in tbe first round of 
PLO-U.S. talks in Tunis in De¬ 


cember the group reserved the 
right to attack military targets in 
Israel. The United States has not 
given its own definition of “ter¬ 
rorism." 

Tbe fighters, members of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) and the 
Palestine Liberation Front 
(PLF), were killed Sunday in 
Israel's self-declared “security 
zone" in South Lebanon. 

The PFLP is part of the PLO 
but its force is outside the control 
of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
who made the dialogue with the 
United States possible in Decem¬ 
ber by renouncing terrorism and 
recognising Israel's right to exist. 

The PFLP has criticised some 
of Arafat's diplomatic moves, but 
tbe PLO chairman continues to 
enjoy the full support of the PLO 
Executive Committee, which in- 
Icudes a PFLP representative. 

A joint PFLP-PLF statement 
issued Sunday said that other 
members of the group escaped 
after inflicting ‘heavy losses in 
tbe enemy's ranks... ambulances 
were seen rushing to the site to 
transfer the Israeli casualties." 

Sunday's incident was the first 
penerration attempt across 
Israel's northern border by a ma¬ 
jor PLO faction since Arafat's 


U.N. address and subsequent 
statements in December. 

The chairman of the Confer¬ 
ence of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organisations. 
Seymour Reich, said he doubted 
the Bush administration would 
see (he weekend attack as 
grounds to break off the dia¬ 
logue. 

Israeli Army Chief of Staff 
Lieutenant-General Dan Shom- 
ron said in January that the main¬ 
stream Fareh group of the PLO 
bad not attacked Israel's northern 
border since the Palestine 
National Council implicitly recog¬ 
nised Israel in November. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, meanwhile, said Israel 
would not succumb to outside 
pressure to accept the formation 
of a Palestinian state. 

“There will never be a Palesti¬ 
nian state." Shamir said in a 
televised speech Sunday night. 
"There is no power on earth that 
can force us to accept it. The 
government of Israel is not sus¬ 
ceptible to pressure uf any kind." 

Shamir said he was responding 
to “those who believe that all the 
Palestinians have to do is con¬ 
vince the Americans to pressure 
us, and we will obey their com¬ 
mands..." 


Shevardnadze fails in 
last-ditch Afghan bid 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze's last-ditch efforts 
to prevent a bloody finale to the 
Afghanistan conflict ended in 
apparent failure Monday as the 
last Soviet troops prepared to 
leave Kabul. 

Pakistan Prime Minister Be¬ 
nazir Bhutto suggested the Soviet 
effort to forge an Afghan peace 
that included the Kabul govern¬ 
ment was dead. 

“How much more effort can 
they go on putting in." she said in 
an interview only hours after She¬ 
vardnadze left Pakistan after his 
unsuccessful talks on the issue. 

“With only nine days left (be¬ 
fore the last Soviet troops leave 
Afghanistan) one cannot see how 
much more effort they can 
make," she said. 

Bhutto said it was up to a rebel 
Mujahedeen consultative council, 
or “shunt,” set for Feb. 10 to 
form an interim government and 
allow reconstruction efforts to 
begin after a nine-year war in 
which over one million people 
may have died. 

“We are anxious that a political 
settlement be readied through 
the consultative shura," she said. 


Shevardnadze, at a news con¬ 
ference just before he left for 
home, stressed Moscow's un¬ 
changed position that the ruling 
People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (PDPA) be allowed 
to attend the shura and be a part 
of any interim government. 

Bhutto said who was to attend 
the shura was for the Mujahe¬ 
deen to decide. They have re¬ 
fused repeatedly to entertain the 
idea of PDPA participation. 

“It's their country. They have 
fought the war. They have given 
tbeir lives in this struggle," she 
said. 

Bhutto suggested she did not 
take seriously statements by Pres¬ 
ident Najibullah in Kabul that his 
government would win a war that 
continued after Feb. 15, the 
deadline set in Geneva accords 
for the departure of the last 
Soviet soldier. 

“They must be expected to 
make the statements they do.” 
she said. “They are not exactly in 
a happy position." 

Shevardnadze headed home 
from Pakistan after plans for a 
meeting with Afghan rebel lead¬ 
ers collapsed. 

Rebel officials said the meeting 


fell through because Shevard¬ 
nadze refused to announce Mos¬ 
cow would withdraw its support 
for the PDPA. 

But Shevardnadze would not 
confirm he had sought such a 
meeting, saying he would not 
have refused one. but none had 
been requested and, anyway, he 
did not have the time. 

The Mujahedeen rebels have 
shown no interest in a peace deal, 
believing they will capture Kabul 
and other cities quickly once the 
last Soviet soldier has gone home. 

Diplomats say only a halt to the 
supply of mainly U.S. arms 
chanelled through Pakistan could 
pressure the Mujahedeen into 
seeking a settlement with the 
Kabul government. 

The Soviet news agency TASS 
said in Moscow more than 30.000 
troops had left Afghanistan in the 
last stage of the withdrawal. 

A vast column of soldiers cros¬ 
sed the border into tbe Soviet 
town of Termez Monday and in 
the west two more convoys were 
heading towards the Soviet town 
of Kushka. 

The rebels have been holding 
their fire as columns of Soviet 
troops leave the country. 































lii heads for ll.N. 
sr Gulf peace talks 





BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz flew to New York Monday for talks with 
U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar on 
efforts to negotiate permanent peace in the Gulf, the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) reported. 


Aziz sent a letter to Perez de 
Cuellar last week saying Iraq was 
ready to resume direct peace 
negotiations with Iran, adjourned 
tor almost three months. 

He told INA Jan. 28 that Iran's 
refusal to agree to the dredging of 
the disputed Sbatt Al Arab bor¬ 
der waterway was “dear-cut evi¬ 
dence of its ill-intentions." 

Iran says top priority should be 
given to the withdrawal of Iraqi 
troops it says still occupy 1,000 
square kilometres of Iranian 
territory' following last August's 
ceasefire in the eight-year-long 
war. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus¬ 
sein told U.N. envoy Jan Hliasson 
last week that Iraq agreed to a 
U.N. proposal to form a joint 
military commission with Iran to 
strengthen the ceasefire. 

Iran, repeating its demand for 


Iraq to withdraw from its terri¬ 
tory, also said Monday face-to- 
face peace talks with Iraq would 
resume soon. 

“Direct dialogue for the full 
implementation of the Resolution 
(598) will begin soon, but it will 
lead nowhere if Iraq... doesn't 
withdraw.” Tehran Radio quoted 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayari as telling a Tehran news 
conference. 

The radio report did no.t say if 
Velayari gave a date or venue for 
the talks. 

Velayati is due to fly to New 
York to meet Perez de Cuellar 
and attend a Security Council 
session extending the mandate of 
the U.N. ceasefire monitoring 
force. Reports also indicated that 
he and Aziz could meet. 

Export of revolution 
Velayati also said Monday that 


NICOSIA (AP) — French Fore¬ 
ign Minister Roland Dumas left 
Tehran Monday after a two-day 
«isit in which an Iranian leader 
said the two countries agreed to 
“forgive and forget" their differ¬ 
ences despite bitter criticism of 
France in Iran's media. 

The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency reported that 
Dumas said before flying to 
Kuwait that his talks with Iranian 
leaders had been “very 1 fruitful.” 

IRNA, monitored in Nicosia, 
quoted him as saying the discus¬ 
sions had covered ways of settling 
disputes between the two coun¬ 
tries and ending strains in rela¬ 
tions. 

He did not elaborate. But 
Foreign Minister AJi Akbar 
Velayati told a Tehran news con- 


ends Iran visit 
Iks ©si disputes 


ference shortly before Dumas left 
that France and Iran had agreed 
“to forget the past and think of 
expanding mutual ties in the fu¬ 
ture." 

IRNA quoted Dumas as saying 
that France and Iran had signed 
agreements on auto manufactur¬ 
ing, oil and the production of 
subway and railroad equip¬ 
ment. 

France '5 Peugeot automaker 
last month signed an agreement 
with Iran's Khodrow Company to 
assemble Peugeot cars. 

IRNA said officials of the 
Peugeot and Renault companies 
also said they were ready to 
cooperate with the Iran's state- 
run Saipa Auto Manufacturer, 
which assembles Renaults. 

The French were involved in 








Roland Dumas 

the early stages of plans to build a 
subway system in Tehran. The 
scheme was shelved because of 
the war with Iraq, but revived in 
198b. 


ri® t& move away from socialism. 
Introduce multi-party system 


ALGIERS (AP) — President 
Chadii Benjedid has proposed a 
new national constitution, drop¬ 
ping references to socialism and 
opening the door to a multi-party 
system with protections for civil 
liberties. 

Eenjedid’s office issued the 
draft constitution this week, and 
said it would be submitted to a 
referendum on Feb. 23. This 
country of 25 million people has a 
struggling economy, straitjack- 
eted by Targe government enter¬ 
prises and dependent on oil and 
gas exports in an era of sinking 
prices. 

Benjedid, 59. has been taking 
quiet steps for years to move 
Algeria away from orthodox 
socialism towards a free-market 
economv, but has faced deter¬ 
mined resistance within the ruling 
party and the government 
bureaucracy. 

The process was accelerated 
after widespread rioting last 
October, with most anger focused 
on buildings representing the par¬ 
ty and the government. Officials 
said 176 people died in several 
days of fighting. 

The proposed document would 
supersede the 1976 constitution 
drawn up under Houari Boume- 
dienne, president from 1965-78. 
Boumedienne established a Mar¬ 
xist system on the Soviet model, 
with a politburo controlling a 
ruling party that has a monopoly 
on political and economic power. 

Under the new constitution, 
the army would no longer be 
given a role in “the development 
of the country and the muilding 
of socialism." Us role would be 


restricted to defending the 
“national independence, the uni¬ 
ty and territorial integrity of the 
country.” 

Islam would remain the state 
religion and Arabic the official 
language of Algeria. 

The new text recognises the 
right to strike, within some limits, 
and says “the right to create 
associations of a political charac¬ 
ter is recognised," but does not 
explicitly authorise competing 
parties. Until now. the ruling 
National Liberation Front (FLN) 
has been the only legal political 
organisation. 

Also dropped would be a dec¬ 
laration in the article I of the 
current constitution that “the 
Algerian state is socialist.” The 
president's oath of office would 
not longer declare respect for 
“the irreversible character of the 
choice for socialism." The new 
document does not even once use 
the word “socialism.” 

A first round of constitutional 
reform, eliminating the party's 
direct control over the govern¬ 
ment, was approved by 92 per 
cent of the voters in a referendum 
last Nov. 3. 

Benjedid, running unopposed 
as the FLN candidate, was then 
re-elected to a third five-year 
term last Dec. 22. 

The new constitution would 
guarantee the right to private 
property and to inheritance, as 
well as freedoms of conscience, 
opinion, expression, association, 
assembly and intellectual crea¬ 
tion. 

A statement issued by the pres¬ 
ident's office when the text was 
made public said the new docu¬ 


ment would provide “complete, 
unbreakable guarantees of the 
exercise of individual and collec¬ 
tive liberties." 

In recent months, groups and 
associations have been holding 
rallies, making declarations and 
otherwise pushing the boundaries 
of what previously had been for¬ 
bidden. 

There was no public input into 
the new draft constitution, 
though. It was prepared in secret 
by Benjedid's legal experts and 
issued with no advance warning. 
At the same time, a voting date 
was set less than three weeks 
away. 

One of those involved in the 
drafting, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said it was “impossi¬ 
ble to adopt reforms which reject 
socialism as a political system and 
simultaneously endorse socialism 
as a state philosophy." 

Benjedid himself recently criti¬ 
cised the current constitution as a 
“mixture of ideology, philosophy 
and law ... which must be re¬ 
placed by a state of law con¬ 
cerned exclusively with the rela¬ 
tions between the state and 
society." 

The official agency APS said in 
a commentary that the draft was 
“a jewel" which satisfies “all the 
aspirations" of the Algerian 
people." 

“Without erecting pragmatism 
into a dogma, the new constitu¬ 
tion is based on universal princi¬ 
ples which are deeply anchored in 
the people and which make man 
the centre of the system, while 
facilitating future ideological 
cohabitations,” APS said. 


&o r . 



Iran would continue to export its 
revolution, but not by force, and 
noted that improved relations 
with the United States were 
possible. 

“We have a concept and we are 
going to continue the policy to 
export the revolution. But this 
doesn't mean we’re going to ex¬ 
port the revolution with a gun," 
he told a news conference. 

He said better relations with 
the United States were possible 
only if the Americans change 
their hostile stance towards the 
revolution. 

“With consultation with the 
leadership of the Islamic republic 
this shall become evident in the 
future," Velayati said. 

"Except for the Palestine- 
occupying regime and the racist 
South African regime, and pre¬ 
cluding American sabotage, we 
desire good relations with other 
countries of the world," he said. 

Iran has been restoring rela¬ 
tions with Western countries and 
its Gulf neighbours in a new 
open-door policy aimed at ending 
a decade of self-imposed isola¬ 
tion. 


—i 





Raging protests belie Israeli claim 


PALESTINIAN children blockade the entrance to 
a village in the occupied West Bank to prevent 
Israeli soldiers from entering the area. Despite 
tough measures and new tactics adopted by the 


occupation authorities, the 14-manth-oM Palesti¬ 
nian uprising continues unabated, discounting 
Israeli claims that the revolt is showing signs of 
waning. 


Kuwait seeks to resolve 
border dispute with Iraq 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait hopes a issue of drawing the border be- agreement meant that Ba 
visit by its prime minister to tween Kuwait and Iraq, especial- bad ambitions oh Kuwaiti 
Baghdad will help to settle a ly concerning the islands of War- tory. 
long-standing border row, diplo- ba and Bubiyan." wrote Al Sheikh Saad was also exf 
mats said. ^ An baa. “A resolution of this to discuss the supply of Iraqi 

Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al ■“ h “ dragged on for a long water to Kuwait and of R 
Sabah, the highest-ranking ^ wllhout reason.’ electricity to Iraq, the dipl 

Kuwaiti to go to Iraq since the Iraqi officials have predicted sa “*; 

Gulf war ceasefire last August, that the border issue can be “Uy Al Watan ref 

Monday began a three-day visit quickly resolved, now that fight- ^ ***? P ro 

to Baghdad, Kuwait Radio re- mg has ended in the eight-year n ^ work s ^ ou 

PO^d war. t0 

The Kuwaiti press, which often 
reflects government thinking, 
said defining the border would 
open up a new era of cooperation 
and economic integration. 

Al Anbaa said it was wrong to 
believe that the lack of a border 


In the 1970s, Iraq laid claim to 
large areas of northern Kuwait, 
including the Gulf islands of War- 
ba and Bubiyan. and Kuwaiti 
newspapers said the dispute 
should now be resolved. 

“The time has come to end the 


agreement meant that Baghdad 
had ambitions on Kuwaiti terri¬ 
tory. 

Sheikh Saad was also expected 
to discuss the supply of Iraqi fresh 
water to Kuwait and of Kuwaiti 
electricity to Iraq, the diplomats 
said. 

The daily Al Watan reported 
Monday that Iraq had proposed 
that its rail network should be 
extended to Kuwait to allow 
freight movements. 

In Baghdad, the ruling Baath 
Party newspaper Al Thawra 
praised Sheikh Saad's visit. 

“It will seriously contribute to 
strengthening the fraternal rela¬ 
tions between the two sisterly 
countries,” the paper said. 


Baker not opposed to Soviet role 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. Secret¬ 
ary of State James Baker has said 
he does not oppose Soviet parti¬ 
cipation in an international Mid¬ 
dle East peace conference, but 
that the Soviets should show they 
are committed to a “construc¬ 
tive” role. 

“One way would be to restore 
full diplomatic relations with 
Israel, to continue to permit grea¬ 
ter emigration and to stop sup¬ 
porting states that support terror¬ 
ism, such as Libya," Baker told 
Time magazine in an interview 
published Sunday. 

Baker said he saw no reason 
the Bush administration would 
depart from the Reagan adminis¬ 
tration's policy towars a peace 
conference, which included what 
he described as two important 


provisos — to lead towards direct 
negotiations between the parties 
and it be properly structured. 

“I don’t see any reason why we 
would depart from, the policy with 
those provisos,” he said. “We 
don't categorically oppose a 
Soviet role.” 

Baker said that while the Lin¬ 
ked States “is and can be the 
most influential player” in the 
Middle East, "it is important that 
we not permit the perception to 
develop that we can deliver 
peace, that we can deliver Israeli 
concessions." 

“If there is going to be a lasting 
peace, it will be the result of 
direct negotiations between the 
parties, not something mandated 
or delivered by anybody from the 
outside, including the U.S.." 


Baker said. 

The secretary also said he was 
not opposed to pre-emptive 
strikes against "terrorists," 
adding: “I have absolutely no 
problem with that philosophical¬ 
ly. Sometime such strikes are not 
only justified but required.” 

Asked if Washington should 
support Mikhail Gorbachevas re¬ 
form efforts in the Soviet Union, 
Baker replied he did not believe 
, the Soviet leader's success de¬ 
pended on U.S. policy. 

“I don’t think success or failure 
depends on what we do,” Baker 
said. “We must continue to 
approach this relationship with 
prudence, realism, and to be re¬ 
served not go overboard here just 
because we see a change." 


Jailed Briton loyal to Palestinian caus 


LONDON (R) — A Briton serv¬ 
ing a life sentence for the killing 
of three Israelis in Cyprus re¬ 
mains devoted to the Palestinian 
cause and convinced what he did 
was right, the Observer newspap¬ 
er said Sunday. 

In an interview from his prison 
cell in Nicosia. Ian Davison, 31. 
said he was convinced the three 
slain Israelis were not the inno¬ 
cent tourists Israel claimed they 
were but were members of 
Israel's Mossad secret service, the 
Observer said. 

Davison and two Arabs were 
convicted of murder in December 
1985 for killing the Israelis on a 
yacht in Cyprus Lamaca harbour 
that September. 

The Briton would not comment 
on the shootings except to say 
“we were working to liberate 
Palestinians,” the newspaper 
said. 


“I’m convinced what we did 
was right,” he was quoted as 
saying. “It was a military opera¬ 
tion and I had a duty to per¬ 
form." 

The Observer said Davison 
said his involvement with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) began after he saw 
television coverage of the 19S2 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon while 
travelling in the United States. 

Describing himself as an inter¬ 
national socialist, Davison said to 
be enlisted in the PLO in 1983 
and was sent to fight Palestinian 
dissidents fighting for control of 
the Lebanese city of Tripoli in 
1983, the Observer said. 

He would not comment on his 
subsequent activities, the news¬ 
paper said. 

Davison has burned his British 
passport, it said, quoting him as 
saying: “I am a Palestinian and I 
want to travel on a Palestinian 


passport.” 

A life sentence in Cyprus car¬ 
ries a 20-year prison term but can 
be halved for good behaviour, as 
in Davison's case, the Observer 
said. It was commuted further 
last February when George Vasil- 
liou became president and has 
four and half years left to serve, 
but Davison is hoping for a par¬ 
don to mark the forthcoming visit 
of PLO leader Yasser Arafat to 
Cyprus, the newspaper said. 

He was quoted as saying he 
believed he would be a target of 
Mossad and did not plan to return 
to Britain. 

“I read so much about the 
violence going on (in England)... 
and I couldn’t picture myself lin¬ 
ing up a job from here,” he was 
quoted as saying. “Imagine the 
application form: ’Address: Nico¬ 
sia central prison, occupation: 
terrorist'.” 
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Orthodox Jew bomb suspectsheld 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Police arrested Sunday 10 ultra-orthodox 
Jews suspected of a series of attempted 
attacksagainst secular Jews, officials said. Among the approx¬ 
imately one dozen assaults attributed to the group vmplaong ^ 
bombs along the main Jerusalem-Tel Aviv highway 
Tel Aviv police commander Vigal Marcus,wbo 
Radio. They are also suspected of planting five explosive devices 
near the newsstands that sold secular newspapers in the idria-, 
orthodox Tel Aviv suburb of B’Nai Brak last August, said Mfoa 
Avidan, head of the intelligence unit of Tel Aviv pphcev-Awdan 
said the group has suspected of planting five incendiary bombs in 
■B’Nai Brak in December. “The equipment they had was Oaken, 
from the army,” he said on Israel Television: Either they had an, 
accomplice, or the equipment was stolen." 

Spain lifts Iran, Iraq arms sales ban 

MADRID (AP) — The Spanish government lifted a ban on 
weapons sales to Iran and Iraq after both countries reached a 
cease-fire agreement, according to a Spanish daily newspaper:/ 
The independent daily El Pais, citiqg unidentified official sources,: 
said Sunday the government of Prime Minister Felipe Gon zalez, 
agreed in a Friday cabinet meeting to lift the barn Iran and Iraq- 
suspended their eight-year-old war last summer. El Pais said that 
in spite of the ban, imposed a few months after fighting broke out; 
between the Gulf countries in September 1980, SpanisE'private - 
and state-owned companies continued selling arms to-both- 
countries until 1986. . . 

Tehran busts drug ring 1 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian authorities busted a drug smuggling 
ring in Tehran and arrested 50 pushers, the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported Sunday.' A spokesman 1 
for the Komitehs, task forces that are leading the current.drug^- 
crackdown in Iran, told the agency that 125 kilogrammes of 
various narcotics were seized from the pushers' hide-out. The" 
spokesmen told the agency, monitored in Nicosia, that Komitehs i 
als o had seized 114 kilogrammes of opium overthe past-two days • 
and arrested six other “death merchants” in the provinces of 
Bushehr in the south and Mazandaran in the north. A new 
narcotics law went into effect last month carrying mandatory ; 
death sentences to carriers or smugglers of even few amounts dfr 
drugs. In the western town of Bakhtaran, rhe authorities smashed 
seven drug trafficking gangs and rounded up 97 smugglers a few> 
days ago, IRNA reported. 

Demjanjuk appeal set for Nov. 1 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s supreme court Sunday rescheduled: 
the appeal of convicted Nazi war criminal John Demjanjuk for . 
Nov. 1, the HIM news agency said. Demjanjuk, a retired.auto 
worker from Ohio in the United States, was sentenced to death 
last year for crimes he allegedly committed during World War n. 
He was accused of being “Ivan the terrible,” a guard who. 
terrorised and killed hundreds of thousands of people at the. 
Treblinka camp in German-occupied Poland, but be Says he is a. 
victim of misidentificatioo. His appeal, originally scheduled ter 
start last December, was postponed for six months followingtbe 
suicide of one of his Israeli defence attorneys last November. The 
court agreed Sunday to a further extension, following a request by 
his defence council, Yoram Sheftel. Sheftel said be has not yet j 
found an Israeli partner willing to replace the late Dov Eitan:. 

British health minister to visit Riyadh 

NICOSIA (R) — British Health Minister David Melior will start a 
four-day visit to Saudi Arabia Feb. 10, the Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) said Monday. Melior was criticised in Israel and praised in 
Arab countries last, year when, as a Foreign Office junior 
minister, be upbraided an Israeli Officer in the~occupied Gaza" 
Strip for his handling of a Palestinian demonstration.'SPA said 
Melior would hold talks with Saudi Health Minister Faisal Ibn 
Abdul Aziz Al Hejaflan and visit health centres in Riyadh and 
Jeddah. 

Aime holds talks in Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — U.N. envoy Jean-CIaude Aime held t»iire with 
Lebanese leaders in Beirut Monday on the U.N. peace-keeping-- 
force in South Lebanon. Aime declined to talk to journalists after 
meeting acting Prime Minister Salim Al Hoss, head of the civilian 
government, but official sources said they discussed last month's 
Security Council decision to extend the force’s mandate. The 
sources said Aime was also due to meet General Michel Aoun, 
head of the rival military cabinet, and other officials daring his 
visit. 

Tlas briefs troops in Lebanon 

DAMASCUS (R) — Defence Minister Mustafa Tlas visited Syrian 7 
troops stationed in Lebanon and assured them of Syria’s commitment' 
to the unity of the country, the Syria press reported Monday. Official 
newspapers said Major-General Tlas briefed the soldier; durinjr 
Sunday’s visit on Syria’s role in “defending Lebanon’s Arab identity • 
and the Palestinian cause.” They said Tlas “affirmed Syria’s 
continued keenness to preserve Lebanon’s unity and to extend all 
support and help to achieve national salvation and overcome The 
differences." ?• 

U.S., Greece resume bases talks 

ATHENS (AP) — Greek and American officials Monday started 
another round of talks on the future of four U.S. military bases 
here. The officials declined to comment on the start of the- 
Ae N? s | nce negotiations got under way in late 
19 °7- If?* Progress has been made in the ongoing negotiations r 
and officiate were not expected to make much headway in tlriT 
week’s discussions It was the second meeting between the 
negotiators Race a five-year operating agreement for the instaHaV 

? on . Dec - 201 Un ^ er *** terms of the old accord, the' 
United States has 17 months to reach a new agreement or" 
dismantle the bases. Government spokesman SotixisKostonoulos 
gji p tt ^ en ^ h of l? 5 * mo, jJ , s lalk& ti 13 * negotiators 

? * PT eamble .stnge of a new accord and that a 
disagreement of views continues to be observable."- ' j I 
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Assemblies of God Church. Tct. 
*32785. 

SI. Joseph Church Tel. *24590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Chore* Tel. 661757 
Temsanta Church Tel: h22M 
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Armenian Catholic Cbarch Tel. 
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Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A gradual increase in temperature 
will occur and some clouds appear on 
medium and high altitudes. Winds win 
be southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba. 
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winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman. 0 1 15 

Aqaba. 6/21 

Deserts . >3/16 

Jordan VaDey. 4 f 2D 

Yesterday's high te m peratures: Am¬ 
man 14. Aqaba 19. Humidity readings: 
Amman 21 per cent. Aqaba 23 per 
cent. 
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AMMAN: 
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Jordan Television. 773111 
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Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
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HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 
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Amal Hospital.674155 
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^ CROWN PUttice SENDS CONDOLENCES: His Royal Hfofa- 
. aess^^OTra^in^^Hsssmi Monday -delegated the governor of Irbid 
. focoa veteoatiolett^ family on the death of the late 

' SPAMfSH ENVOY: Information 

. -Mirasfer.‘I2r. ^^ni^fjKhasaw Och Monday ; discussed with Spanish 
Amtifts&Ador^-ai-'A^aan Tteihoh Aifitengod bilateral relations parti- 
'• eud^^y^h^|h^'^iE3Sr»sar5)i^orTDatioipt- (Petra). .-" •: ■-■ 

: SMGERMAN LOAN: The Cabinet has approved a DM 
4:4agree merit.between Jordan and the Federal Republic 
. ,ofl^striisny. The.ldan.wfll be.used to fund the Sheidieb phosphate 

.. -prp^St^^a)''’’.^ :- 7 

V abfiDANIAN E3TORTS, IMPORTS! Jordan's exports ofphos- 
phates- ferttiisers arid potash during the-past year amounted to 
1.0,952,973 torate&while-the imports reached9,143.16S tonnes. The 
--' 'imported-gck>&^ maaly of nce. su^ar, tea, flour, coffee, 

cars K iron. lyresrvegeiabf e oils, wood and construction materials. 

.■JvffSWfeT^A-.■ . 

pOUM S^S SUF^LY LAW VIOLATOR: The. military court 
has fine# 'AH Abdul Rafonam Hassan Salim for violating supply laws 
ajid manipuiarin? prices of foodstuffs. The military governor then 
apprpyed.ihe^mjfilajY court's decision which fined Salim for JD 50 
. and a .UXT'dayJa3 if he foils to pay the fine. (Petra) 

SGfVlE^AinrA^fJE AT GEOGRAPHICSOCIETY: The direc¬ 
tor gerieraFoFth^R^ Geographic Society (RIGS) has 

. ^ receiveddraff of an agreement between the Sojozkarta 
Foundation for maps and .the RJGS related to the production of maps 
: in various forms and sizes. The draft was delivered by the Soviet 
' commerdal attadie In Amman. During the meeting, the two parties 

- discussed-means of cooperation between the two countries. (Petra) 

. PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR JORDAN TIMES: Post Office and 
Postal service Corporation official Nayef Tarawneh has assumed his 
'new post as director general of public relations at the Jordan Press 
Foundation; ATRa'I and the Jordan Tunes. This follows a second- 
mentdecision bjL.the CahineL (J.T.) ... 

MAJALI PRAISES LAITA’S EFFORTS: University of Jordan 
Preside ni~Dr. Abdul Salam AJ Majali Monday received British 
Council Director David Latta at the end of his duty in Jordan. During 
the meeting, Dr. Majali praised the efforts Latta exerted to 
consolidate scientific and cukoral relations between the university 
andthe various British ethicatioria] institutes. (J.T.) 

INVESTMENT SEMINAR: The Federation of Jordanian Cham- 
. bers^of Commerce is currently holding, contacts with concerned 
authorities inlndia to pave the way for a Jordanian-fndian 

- investment seminar to be held in Asunan during 1989. 

King returns from Baghdad 


" Continued from page 1 
had. visted Iraq-48 rimes since 
1979 ■*—' 40 of them daring the 
eight-year war. 

In brief 'remarks' ttnrepbrtets 
after the presentation ceremony, 
.. the King saktitwas an honour for 
all Jordanians to support Iraq in 
its'. defence of ‘Arab ischT against 
aggression,' 

He said the honour that. Iraq 
; bestowed was riot QtdyJbr Jtardan- 
. but also for tbs Arab World “in 
whose-hearts Iraq lived tfirough- 
. out’’ the. years, of the wat.. . 

He" paid, tribute to the stead¬ 
fastness of the Iraqi people and 
armedr-fprees? & de/enpe of Arab 
landed had.wift- 

tra = a.;^c>ruKi&-;histbry i&r the 
Arab* World ify successfully de¬ 
fending thejuv toidagainst aggres¬ 
sion. -\ ■ ■ .‘ 

Ujxmbisreturri to Aramart the 
King way received by His Royal 
Highness. CrownJPripce Hassan 


and senior government officails 
and high-ranking army officers. 

- King Hussein was accompanied 
on the visit to Baghdad by Prime 

■ Minister Zaid Rifai and' Royal 
Court Chief Field Marshal Sharif 

■ Zaid Ibn Shaker. 

Kuwait’s Af Ra7 A 1 Aam daily 
Monday described the efforts Jor¬ 
dan, Iraq, Egypt and North Ye¬ 
men are undertaking to form a 
sub-regional economic bloc as a 
step in the right direction. 

The paper said that the Arab 
countries had no option but coop¬ 
eration. "The successes which the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

1 countries achieved. stimulate us- 
;jnto- seeking.. further successful 
Zionist experiences,- the paper 
added. The paper expressed hope 
that it would “not be too long 
before we see the establishment 
of cooperation, relations among 
Jordan, Iraq. Egypt. North Ye¬ 
men in addition to Syria.” 




AMMAN (Petra^-J.T.). — A. 
team from the World _Bank Mon- 
' day:. called - ”at it® Jordan Indiist- - 
rial Estates' Corporation (J1EG) 
and. was briefed- by its ■■ Director 
General Fayez Suheknat on in¬ 
dustrial projects in ihe Kingdom. 

.. Subeamaf spoke in dctail on 
incentivesgiven* to investors, tax 
* exemptions and other privileges 
offered tofocifitate industrial tn- 
--vestment processes.: :J.: l-.- - 

Suheiinat. Accompanied the 
team on, a- four of. the Sabah 
Industrial City and briefed its 
members on £he types of 
businesses established, there. 


■ Suheimat announced Friday 
that. 154 industrial businesses 
have already been established in 
Safiab Industrial City of which 50 
were set np after Aug. 13, 1988 
following the government’s eco¬ 
nomic measures designed to 
boost and stimulate the national 
industry. 

Not a single building is now 
available for occupancy at the 
Sahab Industrial City, Suheimat. 
announced. 

But he said that the JIEC will 
shortly accept applications for 
those wishing to establish indust¬ 
rial businesses in the A1 Hassan 
Industrial City in Irbid. 


Jordan to host medical 
conference in March 


... AMMAN .(Petra)— : ,In coopera-- 
tion wkti die. National Health 
.! Institute '{NHfJ'arui 'the' U.S.- 
based Arab "American Doctors- 
' AsSodation, die - University of! 
; JoiriMw^fKjId a oonference for 
-Arab- American doctors during 
v the - month-of Marclh r - ; 

Dr. Mahraood r Abu Khalaf,' 

* chairman-.-of- theconfere ace’s 


organising committee, said that 
the conference will discuss over a 
three-day period a number of 
papers specialising in various 
medical fields.: 

Taking part in the conference 
will - be a -number of members 
from - University of Jordan's 
Faculty of Medicine in addition to 
doctors.at the NHI and the Arab 
American Doctors Association. 


The following listin gs are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and. place ■with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ An agr^taral exhibition displaying agricnlttii-al equipment 
' and products at . the Professional Association Complex. 

☆ ■ A-compsler exhibifioB displaying a, new fine of computers with 
s \\ greater.,pexfannance and new power at Marriott Hotel in 

'Amman. 

■4 The Arab book exhibition that includes books on different 
■tdpkx-at ^Yannouk University. 

☆ An exhHdtion of Korean photos, books and handicrafts at the 
' Royal Crttnral Ceiitre. 

☆ Anirt exhiition afAWnl Hamid Shoman Foundation — 6:00 

• • ' ’■ ; 

V ; nuw •' 

☆ A. fDm- 'entitled ‘^Fandango’’ which is shown as part of the 
. Amrirfcan Uentre’s 1989 fflm festival at the Royal Ciritural 

. Centre ^8riHk p 4 n. ' 

jr German filra emitied ‘‘Straight Thron^i ffie Heart** (English 
^ the Goe&e fastitote ^ 8d)0 p-m. 




Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday presents a 
diploma to one of the graduates from Jordanian 
nursing colleges at the Palace of Culture in Af 


Hussein Sports City in Amman (Photo by Abdul¬ 
lah Ayyoubl 


160 nurses, midwives graduate 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A 
total of loO nurses and mid¬ 
wives graduated Monday from 
a number of nursing colleges in 
Jordan at a ceremony held 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

The Queen distribued the 
diplomas to the graduates who 
completed their courses at the 
training colleges in Amman, 
Irbid and Zarqa. 

In an address at the cere¬ 
mony, Health Minister Zuhair 
MaJhas said that the new 
graduates will no doubt help 
meet the shortage of nuTses 
and midwives in Jordanian 
hospitals and primary health 
care centres. 

But, he said, the present 
number of nurses in the King¬ 
dom still falls short of the 
country’s self-sufficiency target 
by the year 2000. 

Maihas said that work on 
two training colleges in Irbid 
and Zarqa was expected to be 
completed soon, and help train 
additional numbers of nurses. 

The ministry of health is now 
preparing programmes for 
graduates to qualify them for 
specialised missions in the 


primary health care centres, 
with a view to improving the 
general health service. 

Following the creation of the 
National Medical Institution, 
the minister added, the minis¬ 
try has embarked on the role of 
promoting the primary health 
care services and other related 
tasks. 

The graduates, who received 
their diplomas from the Queen 
at the Palace of Culture of A1 
Hussein Youth City, came 
from the Jordan College of 
Nursing, in Amman, the Irbid 
College of Nursing and Mid¬ 
wifery and the Zarqa College 
of Nursing and Midwifery. 

The Jordan College of Nurs¬ 
ing in Amman was established 
in 1952 as a school of midwif¬ 
ery which changed into a col¬ 
lege of nursing in 1966, accord¬ 
ing to the stipulation of law 
□umber 68 which outlined the 
acceptance policy and opened 
the college to male applicants. 

The school of midwifery at 
the college was initiated for 
established nurses in 1977 and 
was later affiliated with the 
college in 1978. 

The Irbid College of Nursing 


and Midwifery was established 
in 1984 and graduated its first 
class in 1986. 

The Zarqa College of Nurs¬ 
ing and Midwifery was estab¬ 
lished in 1981 and graduated 
its first class in 1986. 

Duration of study for mid¬ 
wifery is three academic years 
with intensive training over 27 
months. 

Duration of study for nurs¬ 
ing is four academic years with 
intensive training over 36 con¬ 
tinuous months. 

Duration of study for estab¬ 
lished nurses to acquire a de¬ 
gree in midwifery is 12 con¬ 
tinuous months. 

Graduates acquire a diploma 
in midwifery or a diploma in 
nursing and specialised diplo¬ 
ma for established nurses 
studying midwifery. 

Students enrolled in the col¬ 
leges are considered scho¬ 
larship students of the Ministry 
of Health and are provided 
with a uniform and a monthly 
salary of JD 40. Students are 
also provided with housing and 
food. 





Anani briefs visiting Swedish delegation 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.)—A team representing the 
Swedish Enriroonient Cooncfl called at the Royal 
S cientifi c Society (RSS) Monday and met with its 
President Jawad A1 Anani to discuss fames related 
to curbing poflution to the environment. Anani 
talked about the RSS' endeavours to promote 
national development and Hs cooperation with 
Arab and international organisations in protect¬ 


ing the environment. Anani also briefed the 
visitors on the RSS’s faculties involved in anti- 
poUntfon projects. The team is currently on a visit 
to Jordan to study environment and pollution 
issues and provide the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environment with propos¬ 
als to deal with the problems of poflution (Petra 
photo) 


Winning municipalities in ministry 
competition to receive awards 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Minis¬ 
try- of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Monday announced the names of 
tbe winners of a competition by 
14 municipalities to provide the 
best services and the best per¬ 
formance in tbe past two yean. 

Tbe announcement was made 
by Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Marwan Hmoud 
who said that awards and prizes 


together worth JD 72,000 will be 
presented to tbe winning munici¬ 
palities at a ceremony to be held 
next Monday in the city of Mada- 
ba under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

The minister told a press con¬ 
ference that the competition was 
organsied as part of the King¬ 
dom’s drive to promote the work 
of municipal councils and provide 


Seminar on high voltage 
transmission lines to start 


AMMAN, — A seminar on 
designing and installing high vol¬ 
tage power transmission lines will 
open Tuesday at the Jordan Elec¬ 
tricity Authority (JEA). 

Representatives of electricity 
corporations in Egypt, Syria, 
Libya as well as JEA, the Irbid 
District Electricity Company and 
the Jordan Electric Power Com¬ 
pany will take part in the two-day 
meetings, organised in coopera¬ 
tion with an Italian firm. 

Lecturers will tackle questions 
related to reducing costs of set¬ 
ting tip pylons in different urban 
and rural regions, JEA officials 
said. 

Die offidals said tint participa¬ 


tion by several Arab countries in 
the seminar is considered benefi¬ 
cial for future projects which en¬ 
tails linking national grids. 

Both Egypt and Jordan have 
made plans to link their grids and 
plans are being made to enlarge 
tiie network to include other 
Arab countries and Turkey. 

Two days ago tbe JEA 
announced that a $170 million 
plan to flnk the Jordanian and 
Egyptian grids was discussed by 
the joint Jordanian-Egyptian 
Higher Committee in Cairo last 
month, and the concerned au¬ 
thorities in the two countries are 
now awaiting final approval for 
the project so that work on the 
four-year scheme can begin. 


tbe best possible services for the 
local communities. 

The ministry had divided the 
municipal councils into four cate¬ 
gories for the sake of controlling 
the process of choosing and de¬ 
ciding on the winners in the light 
of their performance over the 
past two years, Hmoud said. 

The minister said that in the 
first category of municipalities 
Irbid came first. Salt came second 
and Tafileh came third. 

In the second category, 
Ruseifah came first, Madaba 
came second and Mazar Janoubi 
came third , in the third category 
category Hashimieb came first, 
Fuheis cam e second and Ain AJ 
Basha came third, and in the 
fourth category Dhiban came 
first, Duleil came second and 
Jadideb came third. 

Tbe minister said the results of 
a new competition was launched 
at the beginning of 1989 will be 
announced in 1990 and work is 
underway to arrange for a new 
competition for rural councils. 

In the light of the results, the 
minist ry will mak e plans and to 
encourage municipal councils to 
improve their performance and 
their activities with a view to 
providing better services and 
curbing movement of people 
from rural to urban regions. 
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UNESCO seminar on teaching technology opens 


‘Teaching technological 
subjects contributed to 
Arab development* 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Arab countries have been 
displaying increasing interest in teaching technolo¬ 
gical subjects at its primary and secondary school 
levels, and this has positively contributed to a great 
extent to promoting social, economic and cultural 
development In the Arab World, a leading official 
from the Amman-based United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation’s (UNESCO) 
regional office said Monday. 


UNESCO, through its varied 
programmes and activities, has 
been helping to improve and 
modernise the methods of 
teaching science and technology 
in schools in the Arab World, 
said Khaled Al Khawwad, assis¬ 
tant director of UNESCO's re¬ 
gional office here. 

Khawwad was addressing the 
opening session of a four-day 
meeting, organised by UNESCO 
in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Education, to discuss matters 
related to the teaching of science 
and technology in the Arab 
World. 

LINESCO contributes to na¬ 
tion’s endeavours in space and 
marine science, and caters to the 
needs- of other related program¬ 
mes, as well as training teachers 
and conducting extra curricular 
activities, mainly benefiting the 
youth, Khawwad noted. 

The meeting, sponsored by 
UNESCO’s International In¬ 


formation Network for Science 
and Technology Education, is de¬ 
signed to help improve and up¬ 
date the Arab World's curricula 
in science and technology at va¬ 
rious school levels. 

Addressing the opening session 
was Dr. Munther Al Masri. the 
Ministry of Education’s secretary 
general, who deputised for Minis¬ 
ter of Education Thouqan Al 
Hindawi. 

"The education system in the 
Kingdom is undergoing compre¬ 
hensive development to help 
Jordanians adapt to various de¬ 
velopments and variables, and to 
exploit resources with the least 
possible cost and with the help of 
science and technology ,” Masri 
said. 

The changes and developments 
in the educational system, Masri 
added, are being carried out in 
implementation of the first 
national educational conference 
held in Amman in 1987, which 


called on concerned authorities to 
design programmes that provide 
for the employment of science 
and teclyiology in the service of 
the public and to benefit develop¬ 
ment at large. 

He said the Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion has, for this sake, set up a 
national team to prepare new 
modern science curricula for all 
school levels. 

The ministry’s Director of Cur¬ 
ricula and Technical Education 
Department. Dr. Ahmad 
Hiyasar. briefed the meeting on . 
the international information net¬ 
work for science and technology, 
education which he said strives to 
encourage and train personnel in 
the field of science and tech¬ 
nology. 

Jordan, he said, "joined the 
network in 1984 to ensure benefit 
from its various services." 

Participants from Jordan. 
Bahrain, Tunisia. Kuwait. Iraq, 
Morocco. Syria as well as Jorda¬ 
nian universities, the Royal Sci¬ 
entific Society, the Higher Coun¬ 
cil for Science and Technology 
and community colleges in Jor¬ 
dan are taking part in the meet¬ 
ings. 

UNESCO officials said that the 
delegates will review working 
papers on modem trends in scien¬ 
ce education and the present 
teaching of science and technolo¬ 
gy in Arab schools. 


Soviet institute tests rock 
samples to extract shale oil 



AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan 
has dispatched samples of its oil 
shale to the Soviet Union where 
they are undergoing tests for the 
exploitation of oil in implementa¬ 
tion of an agreement signed here 
last month, and should the results 
prove encouraging Jordanian 
technicians will be sent to join 
Soviet specialists in this en¬ 
deavour, the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) announced 
Monday. 

Samples of oil shale are being 
tested for oil at a petroleum 
research institute in tbe Soviet 
Chechen-lDgush Autonomous 
Republic following the signing of 
the agreement with the RSS, 


according to Dr. Arafat Tamimi. 
RSS vice president for industrial 
affairs. 

Tamimi said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
that the agreement provided for 
other forms of cooperation includ¬ 
ing joint research in solar energy 
and marketing solar heaters. 

The institute also agreed with 
the Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company (JPRC) to recycle the 
waste mineral oil. and agreed 
with the Natural Resources Au¬ 
thority (NRA) and the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech¬ 
nology (JUST) to exchange visits 
by experts in different specialisa¬ 
tions, according to Dr. Tamimi. 


The Soviet institute will train 
Jordanians on conducting tests on 
the samples of oil shale to assess 
prospects for extracting oil from 
tbe rock and RSS teams will be 
going, to the institute once the 
current tests prove successful, 
Tamimi added. 

Shale rock is found in abund¬ 
ance in the Lejoun area in south¬ 
ern Jordan and NRA officials 
estimate the deposits at about 13 
billion tonnes. 

The RSS Chemical Industries 
Department conducts scientific 
researches and studies, offers con¬ 
sultancy services on paints, lubri¬ 
cants and other petroleum pro¬ 
ducts and provides advanced ser-. 
vices in industry. 



Amman governor chairs meeting on reforms 


AMMAN Governor Mohammad All AJ Amin 
Monday chaired a meeting attended by tbe 
Amman Govemorate's provincial governors and 
beads of the development councils. Tbe discus¬ 
sions focused on means to re-farm councils in tbe 
development regions so as to broaden popular 


participation. The conferees also discussed tbe 
final recommendations of tbe central development 
regions, in addition to the development plan and 
(be working (dan for 1989. A working paper and 
recommendations were prepared for discussion 
during the next meeting (Petra photo) 


Ministry workshop reviews 
Zarqa River Basin project 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture Monday 
opened a workshop to review and 
assess steps taken so far in im¬ 
plementing the Zarqa River 
Basin project — work which has 
been going on for the past two 
years. 

Addressing tbe meeting, acting 
Agriculture Minister Marwan 
Hmoud said that the project will 
have its great benefits on progress 
in agriculture and particularly in 
integrated rural development. 

The meetings aim to enable the 
concerned authorities to have a 
dear idea about progress in the 
project which entails the develop¬ 
ment of high regions and to iden¬ 
tify problems and other obstacles 
that impede this progress, with a 
view to finding proper solutions, 
the minister noted. 

Hmoud expressed hope that 
the discussions and the working 
papers to be reviewed at the 
meetings will help formulate re¬ 


solutions and recommendations 
for enabling the project to 
achieve its purpose. 

The workshop was organised in 
cooperation with the West Ger¬ 
man technical . Development 
Ministry which is providing assist¬ 
ance for the project. 

Last month the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) organised a semi¬ 
nar on the same topic and offi¬ 
cials said that participants consi¬ 
dered and analysed different 
aspects of the project, problems 
that are being encountered and 
proper solutions for them. 

The Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Secretary General Salem Al Law- 
a said that the recommendations 
will be taken into account by 
p lann ers working out executive 
steps in tbe coming stage that will 
see the completion of tbe project 
by 1993. 

The JD 32-million project aims 
to develop safe land use, soil 
conservation and unproved form¬ 


ing techniques on a fann-by-farm 
basis. 

Farmers will sign contracts to 
follow recommended procedures 
that have previously been 
adopted only in Australia. The 
project managers expect that ab¬ 
out two thirds of the 5,700 far¬ 
mers in the area will sign up. 

The project, which is being 
implemented with the help of 
Australia, is being funded by a 
number of Arab and foreign 
funds and financial institutions. 

Ministry experts said that the 
project was expected to help halt 
the present rate of erosion in the 
Zarqa River Basin, reduce silting 
in the King Talal Dam and im¬ 
prove farm incomes on a sustain¬ 
able basis. 

Lawzi, as well as directors of 
the Jordan Cooperative Orga¬ 
nisation and tbe Agricultural Cre¬ 
dit Corporation, were.present at 
the meeting together with repre¬ 
sentatives of local fanners and 
the private sector. 
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THERE 2 re indeed few things in life that are either good or 
bad in absolute terms, and the recent Jordanian economic 
l) 2 r^^s are no exception. If anything, Jordan’s recent 
c-coreGiiiic and fiscal experiences serve as a good example to 
substantiate the proposition that the phenomenon of good or 
had occur only in relative terms and that often unfortunate 
circaoisicnas give rise to good achievements. Thus, due to 
the economic and monetary adjustments that the Kingdom 
had to undergo lately, industrialisation and export-oriented 
trends sprang all over the country as quickly as this process 
o: adjustment began to take shape. In other words, some 
‘‘bad” economic news propelled the actions to attain giant 
good news in Jordan. If there is a good case to support 
‘‘relativity’* it is this Jordanian experience. 

Of coarse this is not just wishful thinking. A close look at 
the recent report of the Jordanian Industrial Estates 
Corporation (JIEC) tells a story of great industrial success, 
emerging only from the past few months of monetary and 
business readjustments. The director general of the JIEC 
has just announced that all the hangars and buildings built 
for i&di iiria! concerns and factories in the Sahab Industrial 
City <SIC) had been totally occupied, and that no more 
space was available for rent or sale there. He also revealed 
1)12: It had been projected that the second stage of the Sahab 
Industrial City would be sufficient for all potential investors 
tiie year 1991, but that greater demand for facilities 
and initiations had made that impossible. In other words, 
the demand for space to construct industrial concerns has 
exceeded aid expectation for no other reason than the 
floatation of the dinar and the application of macro- 
economic and monetary measures to promote Jordanian 
export and curtail imports. No wonder then that 50 out of 
154 nev7 industrial plants that have already been established 
in SIC were created after Aug. 13, 1988, the date on which 
toe government introduced new macro-economic policies 
aiming for reducing imports and increasing exports, in a 
manner tc 2 ! would make maximum profit from the 
devaluation cf the dinar. 

SucSi hard evidence obviously vindicates the Aug. 13 
austerity plans. It is most comforting to note that the total 
investment in the new Jordanian ventures has reached the 
sizeable figure of 70 million dinars and are projected to 
create gain&ble employment to some 4,000 Jordanians. Thus 
the message from all this is loud and dear: The devaluation 
oi’ tiie Jordanian dinar in conjunction with the new 
economic and fiscal policies of our country have spelled big 
macro-economic successes. 


cJ *vLv Li ig FRBSS gPgTOjjjALS 

Al Ra’o daily on Monday tackled King Hussein's visit to Iraq and 
his talks with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. The on-going 
consultations between the two leaders, the paper said, are part of 
their endeavours to enhance solidarity among Arab countries at 
large, a move considered essentia! for helping the Arab Nation to 
confront the common challenges. There is no doubt that the Arab 
Cooperation Council whose finishing touches are being put now 
in four Arab countries will be among the most important topics 
for discussion in Baghdad, the paper noted. It said that the two 
leaders are also bound to discuss current Arab affairs and the 
uprising in the occupied Arab territories as well as current efforts 
being made to convene an international conference to settle the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. Needless to say that the talks which will also 
cover the situation in the Gulf region and Israel's implied threats 
ic Iraq require dose follow up and in-depth discussion, the paper 
noted. It said that such dose coordination could be stronger and 
on a wider base it held through a summit meeting of which the 
Arab Nation is in need at present. It is true that Iraq and Jordan 
are maintaining exemplary relations, the paper concluded, but 
through an .Arab summit they can contribute more successfully 
towards serving the Arab Nation's cause. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily tackles the Afghanistan 
question and says that the Soviet troop pullout came about not as 
a result of any pressures from the rebels nor as a consequence of 
international leverage on Moscow but rather through an agree¬ 
ment on a settlement. Abdul Rahim Omar says that the 
international community is now influenced by a feeling of peace 
which should be established anywhere in the world; and it is this 
spirit which has opened the way for the Soviet troops to pull out of 
the embattled nation. Of course no one can claim Lhat such a 
move will end the internal conflict in Afghanistan, because the 
chance for foreign intervention in that country will always be 
present, the writer points out. He says that it is because Moscow 
wanted to put an end to that intervention that it had sent its forces 
to Afghanistan in the first place, and for the sake of achieving 
peace it has now agreed to pull out its troops. With the withdrawal 
of Soviet troops from Afghanistan, the writer adds, the arena will 
be left for the various parties and political groups in that country 
to find a formula for lasting peace. 

.-‘J DbsSgut daily paper described King Hussein's visit to Iraq as 
emphasising the strong relationship between the two sister 
countries. The visit assumes greater importance and more 
significance taking place at a time when Iraq and Jordan are 
involved in preparations for the declaration of the Arab Coopera¬ 
tion Council which will no doubt be a very favourable develop¬ 
ment that would boost the status of the Arab World, the paper 
noted. It said that Iraqi-Jordanian cooperation which was 
particularly bolstered during the eight-year Gulf war. is not taking 
a new trend, embodying more Arab states and rendering more 
strength to the Arab Nation. 

Spy.-; ,-ii ticaab daily commented on a statement by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai to the Kuwaiti Al Watan newspaper in whiefe he 
outlined Jordan's internal and foreign policies and presented the 
Kingdom's views on a future settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. The prime minister reiterated Jordan’s calls for an 
international conference with the participation of all concerned 
parties including the PLO; and said that this is required if peace is 
to be e-vtubiijhed permanently in the region, the paper noted. 


The following article is reprinted 
from the Israeli newspaper. The 
Jerusalem Post. 

By Oscar Franklin 

THERE is a small, but insightful, 
story about the contribution of 
the High Court of Justice to 
maintaining a (some say less 
than) minimum of human rights 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

An owner of a small printing 
shop in Nablus received an order 
last spring to close down his 
business for a period of two 
years. He approached the Asso¬ 
ciation for Civil Rights in Israel 
(ACRI) and claimed a grave mis¬ 
take had been made: he was not 
connected in any way with print¬ 
ing intifada pamphlets or any 
other unlawful material. 

A tedious process of bargaining 
ensued between ACRI and the 
authorities with long, stubborn 
negotiations in which the possibil¬ 
ity of applying to the High Court 
(a bagatz petition) was frequently 
mentioned. Last December, the 
army reconsidered its decision — 
without fully admitting its mis¬ 
take. The Palestinian is now 
operating his print shop again 
(but apparently with very few 
clients). 

No petition was ever actually 
submined. If there had been one, 
it would probably have been re¬ 
jected by the court. The army 
would have declared it had ac¬ 
quired confidential information 
linking the owner to hostile activ¬ 
ity. It would have refused to 
disclose any of it and the court 
would have cooperated fully. 

So, what is the connection, and 
what is the contribution? 

Well, it is definitely a most 
in dire a and passive one. The 
court serves as a whip, a threat, a 
context for bargaining, an often- 
silent backdrop which, by its 
mere existence, sometimes 
prompts the authorities to find a 
solution to problems that basical¬ 
ly should have been solved in 
other ways. 

Since the first phase of the 
intifada, right-wing politicians 
have repeatedly and vocally de¬ 
manded that access to the High 


High justice — Israeli 


Court be barred to inhabitants of 
the occupied territories. In the 
view of some, the court has re¬ 
tained an image of a protector of 
human rights, of being “too lef¬ 
tist." It has been accused of 
obstructing the army’s efforts to 
put an end to the intifada once 
and for all. 

A quick look at the statistics 
will reveal that interpretation to 
be a groundless myth. In more 
than a year of severe riots, stone¬ 
throwing, Molotov cocktails and 
the corresponding harsh punish¬ 
ment policy, the High Court has 
accepted only one petition origi¬ 
nating from the territories. That 
was toe case of Awad Ham dan, 
who died while being held for 
interrogation; the court compel¬ 
led the authorities to inform his 
family of the cause of his death. 
In fact. Ham dan died in July, ’87, 
just a few mouths before the 
intifada broke out, so it is not 
really an intifada story. 

At the beginning of February, 
the High Court was highly 
praised for setting two precedents 
— toe case of the Jerusalem 
football stadium, and the Hair 
story on toe replacement of the 
head of the Mossad. But one 
cannot escape the impression that 
Justice hesitates before “crossing 
the Green Line;" and perhaps 
those two judgements only exem¬ 
plified the growing distance be¬ 
tween the two patterns of norms 
and government. 

Let's examine a typical month: 
September '88. Seventeen peti¬ 
tions were submitted to toe High 
Court; 13 dealt with the demoli¬ 
tion of houses; one with cancell¬ 
ing an administrative order; one 
with the denial of a permit to 
leave a restricted area; one with 
closing a public association, and 
one with release from detention. 

Four of the petitions were re¬ 
jected by the court; 13 were 
withdrawn by the petitioners 
themselves; none was accepted. 
This represents a routine propor¬ 
tion between petitions which are 
rejected (25 per cent) and those 
which are revoked (75 per cent). 
The ratio increased lately follow¬ 
ing the larger number of petitions 
concerning the demolition of 
houses. Last August, of a record 


number of 26 petitions, 18 dealt 
with this issue. If anything, this 
figure reveals the light finger the 
army holds on the trigger. 

Of 10 petitions submitted in 
January '88, the second month of 
toe intifada, none dealt with the 
demolition of houses. (In those 
early days, 'toe most common 
issues were deportations and 
leaving a restricted area). 

These figures uncover one 
function that the High Court does 
maintain — that of an informa¬ 
tion bureau. Approaching toe 
High Court of Justice in a demoli¬ 
tion case usually yields an interim 
injunction: this means "buying 
time” and acquiring information. 
The anthorities must then reveal 
their intentions. But it should be 
npted that toe court has never 
directly prevented a demolition 
of any building. 

Petitioning the High Court of 
Justice on intifada issues has be¬ 
come toe expertise of a small, but 
quite well-known, group of 
lawyers — most, if not all, of 
whom are politically inclined. 
They say that since the outbreak 
of the uprising their task has 
become more frustrating than be¬ 
fore. They say toe court tends to 
accept, bhndly, every legal argu¬ 
ment wrapped in security consid¬ 
erations. 

Attorney Joshua Schoffman of 
ACRI says the court tends readily 
to adopt arguments such as “let 
toe military commander do his 
job. Don’t obstruct ...The court 
generally accepts the military's 
claims that a given course is 
essential to security without going 
into the reasons and basis for it." 

When a petition was submitted 
after the telephone system in the 
territories was disconnected from 
the international telephone ex¬ 
change. the court ruled that it 
would not consider toe effective¬ 
ness or wisdom of that measure, 
but accepted the professional 
opinion of the military. Schoff¬ 
man notes that, after a short 
time, the Palestinians found 
several easy ways to bypass the 
restriction — and the order was 
abolished. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's statement last week ab¬ 
out having second thoughts on 


the effectiveness of the deporta¬ 
tion policy caused several eyeb¬ 
rows to be raised. The state has 
vigorously defended these de¬ 
portations in court. What will the 
court say in future when toe state 
defends another case of deporta¬ 
tion? Will Rabin's statement 
prompt the court to be more 
sceptical concerning toe necessity 
of certain military policies? 

Avigdor Feldman, another 
prominent lawyer who appears in 
court in intifada cases, complains 
that toe court often shows obtuse¬ 
ness in such cases and a lack of 
empathy for the plight of the 
Palestinians. He has heard jus¬ 
tices claim they do not under¬ 
stand anything in defence matters 
and have no choice but to accept 
whatever position is presented to 
them by toe Shin Bet (General 
Security Services). 

The High Court has apparently 
not debated some of the most 
crucial legal aspects of the intifa¬ 
da, such as the use cf excessive 
violence by soldiers or the custom 
of confiscating identity cards. 
Schoffman tells a story of a 
Palestinian whose house was 
raided by soldiers looking for his 
brother. When they were unable 
to find him, they took the man's 
ID — "until your brother comes 
in for investigation." 

This kind of case usually does 
not come to court at all, says 
Schoffman. “We approached the 
West Bank military administra¬ 
tion's legal adviser and were told 
that this was indeed illegal. Hie 
ID was returned and we were 
promised that such, incidents 
would not recur; but, in the long 
run, nothing helps. It may be 
unlawful — but it’s very conve¬ 
nient for the soldiers.” 

Schoffman says that ACRI 
does not “rush to court" very 
often and prefers to choose test- 
cases very carefully and to bring 
them to conn when there is some 
hope of overturning the govern¬ 
ment's action. 

But lawyer Lea Tzemel, who 
probably is behind the largest 
number of intifada petitions, still 
does “rush to court;’’ she repre¬ 
sents the extreme left segment of 
the political spectrum and claims 


style 


that her motivation lies in the 
certain belief that, eventually, 
she will be able to convince the 
court. . 

Tzemel recalls a petition con¬ 
cerning the return of several 
shacks on the beach by Khan 
V unis which were handed over to 
Jewish settlers. “The court 
reacted with impatience which I 
had not encountered before. Jus¬ 
tices Ya’acov Maltz and Dov 
Levine asked me ‘Isn't there 
enough of the sea for everybody?’ 
and rejected the appeal out¬ 
right." 

In at least two major cases, the 
court took a more considerate 
approach to toe human needs of 
the petitioners. In the case of the 
Ketziot detention camp, which 
was not accepted for trial, the 
court bothered to visit toe place 
and issued some recommenda¬ 
tions to ensure the rights of the 
detainees. 

And in the Beita affair, ACRI 
appealed to toe court on its own 
behalf to prevent a second wave 
of house demolitions in the vil¬ 
lage which was under curfew. The 
court asked the army if it was 
prepared to notify owners of 
houses of an intention-to-demol- 
ish 48 hours in advance, and to 
allow them to contact a lawyer. 
The government lawyers reacted 
positively. The army^ further 
agreed that this wouldbe toe rule 
for future cases as well. Except 
for serious incidents, the inhabi¬ 
tants will be entitled to 48 hours’ 
prior warning. 

Schoffman says that this is the 
prevailing arrangement in Gaza, 
while in the West Bank the milit- 


arrangeinent on the army legally; - 
instead of leaving the issue to be 
decided by the local commander.. 

The demolition issue goes’ to . ,. 
show that the statistics do not - ^ 
reveal the whole picture. ■ 

The role assumed by the court 
in the intifada is quite a comph- ; 
cated one. The high percentage^- 3 
of petitions, withdrawn by the ' • 
applicants signifies that at feast- 
some were solved outside . toe ; - 
courtroom. 1 . v. 

Some petitions are important— ' 
for their declarative value, for th e ■ 
fact that they bring a certain ■' 
subject to toe attention of toe. 
public. Others are used as a ; 
pretext for the state and the,.' 
military legal sysremto intervene - 
and to settle problems outside toe. 
courtroom. When army common- . . 
ders are forced to examine a 
problem through a legal prism - 
they must sometimes amend their' . 
decisions. Major steps, political - 
or military, which concern toe - 
territories are often tackled with ' 
the inevitable auestion: “Wilik 
stand up to a bagatz petition?’’ 

This has become a sort .of 
magic formula that forces deo- • 
sion-makers to rethink. Perhaps ' - 
toe whip is an imaginary one; If-\> 
the generals and the ministers 
were aware of toe statistics toey 
would have known that they . 
chances of the court overrating^ _ 
their decrees are particularly, -'. .^ 
slim. - 7 ' -. 

The bottom line is that some of ■' 
the' indifference revealed by the -. 
court and the authorities is re- _ 
medied by lawyers,. some Of 
whom wear military uniforms,.' 
and some of whom are riyiLser- 
vants. 


ary commander usually orders a 
demolition without giving suffi¬ 
cient time to appeal. Statistics of 
petitions brought to court show 
that, in Gaza, where people were 
notified in 26 cases put of 30 
(from August to November"’88) 
the military commander was per¬ 
suaded to alter his initial- deri¬ 
sion, and usually resorted to sea¬ 
ling up only part of the building 
instead of demolishing it 
altogether. 

The High Court is expected to 
decide whether to enforce toe 


Eventually, it is the coilabora- 
tion of private and government . • 

lawyers that creates the most 
results.- Maybe -.-this is another-';. 
aspect of the.alleged “judkaalisa- .7 
tion" of our society. It sometimes : 
becomes powerful mainly be- ■_ 
cause toe other channels for solv- 
mg problems .are often blocked. 

For displaying even limited : '' 
good will on toe pari of state and 
military lawyers, Bagatz fre¬ 
quently serves .as a coyer — but - , 
also as an excuse. 


Canada appeals to Israel to uphold Palestinian human rights ; :-.4 h^7;. 


The following is a statement on 
human rights situation in occu¬ 
pied territories made on Feb. 2. 
19S9 by tbe Canadian representa¬ 
tive to the United Nations Com¬ 
mission on Human Rights: 

SINCE the last meeting of this 
commission, the government of 
Canada has clearly expressed its 
view of the human rights situation 
in the territories occupied by 
Israel. It is a straightforward posi¬ 
tion which is grounded in interna¬ 
tional law and in a fundamental 
conviction in the dignity of every 
human being. As expressed by 
toe prime minister of Canada, 
“true justice knows no bound¬ 
aries and human rights no 
caveat.” 

There are many aspects to the 
conflict which have given rise to 
the situation, which is rooted in 
more than a generation of war 
and intercommunal strife. It is 
not within our purview here to 
analyse its causes or address the 
political requirements of a solu¬ 
tion. Yet any prospect of lasting 


.qualitative improvement is in¬ 
separable from progress towards 
a political settlement that can put 
an end to an untenable situation 
of occupation. The government 
of Canada is deeply concerned 
about the slow pace of such 
movement, which we view as 
urgent. 

This commission's mandate is to 
examine the violation of human 
rights. The pre-eminent author¬ 
ities charged by the international 
community with specific responsi¬ 
bilities for various aspects of the 
situation in the West Bank and 
Gaza, toe secretary general of toe 
United Nations, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Refugees in 
the Near East, concur in their 
official findings that the human 
rights of Palestinians have been 
and continue to be abused. The 
indisputable statements of au¬ 
thorities which Canada recog¬ 
nises and respects are disturbing 
and painful to my government, 
which considers itself a friend of 
Israel and a faithful and deter¬ 


mined upholder of its right to 
security and recognition, together 
with the other slates of the re¬ 
gion. Yet the same values upon 
which Canada's historic bonds 
with the state of Israel are estab¬ 
lished compel my government to 
state that the human rights viola- 
tions which have been 
documented, including Israeli 
settlements in the territories, are 
unacceptable and contrary to in¬ 
ternational law. 

The Fourth Geneva Conven¬ 
tion on tbe Protection of Civilians 
in Times of War establishes para¬ 
meters for toe conduct of an 
occupying power. As a contract¬ 
ing party to the convention. Israel 
is bound by it in all the territories 
which it has occupied since 1967. 
The government of Canada une¬ 
quivocally accepts statements to 
this effect by toe ICRC, acting as 
toe trustee of toe convention. 
Itself a party to this covenant, the 
government of Canada considers 
it is duty bound, together with all 
other parties, to uphold the effec¬ 
tiveness of this fundamental in¬ 
strument of international law. We 


join in the appeal of the interna¬ 
tional community to Israel that it 
abide by its legal obligations and 
apply the convention. 

My government is on record 
for its support of Security Council 
Resolutions 605. 607 and 608, 
which all expressed this principle 
with particular emphasis on arti¬ 
cle 49 which prohibits toe de¬ 
portation of individuals or 
groups. The deportations of re¬ 
cent weeks, which bring toe total 
of such cases to 49, are therefore 
of particular concern to Canada. 
Similarly disturbing has been the 
introduction of plastic coated 
metal bullets which have caused a 
dramatic increase in toe number 
of deaths and severe wounds, and 
which bear little relation to the 
degree of force required to keep 
order. Both multilateral ly as in 
this insrance and directly to the 
government of Israel. Canada has 
vigorously expressed its unhappi¬ 
ness at what are unquestionable 
breaches of commitment to inter¬ 
national humanitarian law. 

Our foremost concern in this 


commission is toe correction of 
situations which are brought to. 
our attention. It is incumbent on 
us in our consideration of tins 
item to send an unequivocal 
appeal to toe government: of Israel 
that breaches of toe human rights 
of Palestinians must stop. Tbe 
international community has 
already spoken strongly, but it is 
especially important that posi¬ 
tions taken here reflect that con¬ 
sensus in order to ensure its 
maximum impact on the Israeli 
authorities. 

The improvement of toe hu¬ 
man rights record in the occupied 
territories is essential in itself. It 
is also critical to prospects for a 
political settlement which alone 
can put an end to toe military 
occupation which in rum gives 
rise to toe violations. Our consid¬ 
eration of this item should never 
lose sight of our collective re¬ 
sponsibility to contribute effec¬ 
tively to the kind of qualitative 
change we seek. The government 
of Canada was pleased to note 
toe release from detention of 


Faisal Al Husseini and others and 
the announcementthat the,Xsraefi. 
authorities will not proceed wiffi 
a number of additional deporta¬ 
tions which evidently had been 
intended. Those are positive 
steps of the kind we wish to 
encourage. ■ 

Mr. Chairman, in dosing, I wish to 
express tbe gratitude and admira¬ 
tion of the government of Canada - 
for the dedication, competence 
and courage of the ICRC and of 
UNRWA in the accomplishment 
of their respective mandates. 
These agencies and their staff 
have played a critical role, in 
asserting the human di gni ty and 
rights of Palestinians in the acce¬ 
pted territories over toe past four- - 
teen months. They have done so in 
the face of difficulties in se¬ 
curing cooperation from the local 
authorities and a lack oL haste, 
security conditions. They have. 
folly justified the confidence of ; 
the international com m u n ity and 
Canada salutes their commit 1 -. 
ment, tenacity and spirit of self- 
sacrifice. 
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Why it happened: Stroessner 
tried to retire Rodriguez 


By Elizabeth Love 

Assodaied Press Writer 

ASUNCION, Paraguay — Gen. 
Alfredo Stroessner’s long tenure 
as dictator ended because he tam¬ 
pered too much with the institu¬ 
tion that propelled him into pow¬ 
er 34 years ago: the military. 

Stroessner tried to force his 
most powerful milita ry leader, 
Gen. Andres Rodriguez, into re¬ 
tire meat, and his recent shakeups 
of the army caused widespread 
resentment among his officers. 

That, combined with Stroess¬ 
ner’s ultimate plans to have his 
son succeed him as president, led 
to the violent coup that ended the 
76-year-old general's rule and 
vaulted Rodriguez to power on 
Friday. 

“Stroessner tried to take away 
some of the regiments controlled 
by Rodriguez and thus reduce his 
power — a technique he (Stroess¬ 
ner) has used for years. But this 
time he committed a very big 
indiscretion,” Edgar Insfran, an 
interior minister for 10 years dur¬ 
ing the 1950s and 1960s. said in an 
interview. 

Rodriguez was bolstered by 
disaffected officers who resented 
a reshuffling last month that re¬ 
sulted in the retirement of about 
100 army colonels and 35 navy 
captains, said opposition leader 
Domingo Lai no, president of the 
authentic radical Liberal Party 
and leader of toe National 
Accord Opposition Coalition. 


“(Rodriguez) took advantage 
of the general ilf feeling within 
most of the military units to deal 
Stroessner a lethal blow," said 
Laino, who returned in 1987 from 
a long period of exile and now is 
Paraguay’s best-known human 
rights activist. 

Conflict between the two 
generals had been simmering 
since 19S4, when the ruling Col¬ 
orado Party split divisively into 
two factions: the militants who 
supported Stroessner uncon¬ 
ditionally, and the traditionalists 
who favoured democratic reforms 
and a distancing of the 101-year- 
old party from the unpopular, 
authoritarian ruler. 

Differences between Stroess¬ 
ner and Rodriguez reportedly 
came to a head in 1987, when the 
militant faction wrested lead¬ 
ership of the party from tradi¬ 
tionalists by using strong-arm tac¬ 
tics, including the barring of tra¬ 
ditionalist delegates from enter¬ 
ing the congress where leaders 
were elected. 

At that congress, Juan Ramon 
Chaves, in his 25th year as party 
chairman, was unseated by Sabi- 
no Montonaro, Stroessner’s in¬ 
terior minister. On Friday, Rod¬ 
riguez replaced Chaves, 87, as 
chairman to the cheers of 15,000 
people who gathered outside toe 
party headquarters. 

In tbe five months since 
Stroessner underwent a prostate 
operation, from which he has 
been slow to recover, his militant 


supporters have promoted his son 
Gustavo, a lieutenant colonel in 
the air force, to succeed him. 
That, too. alienated tbe military. 

“Rodriguez wanted to break 
away from the militant group that 
was pushing for the continuance 
of Stroessner line by saying, ‘after 
Stroessner, another Stroessner’,’’ 
said Laino. 

In the perspective of Acevedo, 
“the detonating factor was the 
threat of retiring Rodriguez.” 

In spite of the predominantly 
military motives for the rebellion, 
opposition leaders remain opti¬ 
mistic that Rodriguez could bring 
greater democratisation of Para¬ 
guay- 

“We have firm hopes ... a 
government of transition cannot 
survive without a democratic 
opening,” said Euciides Acevedo 
of the revolutionary Febrerisra 
Party. 

Other factors, such as Para¬ 
guay's deteriorating economy and 
Stroessner's apparent failing 
health, played a role in the rebel¬ 
lion. 

“The military crisis alone could 
not have done this.” said Juan 
Carlos Galavema of the dissident 
Popular Colorado Movement. 
"It’s important to remember toe 
real protagonists are the people 
and the military has simply been 
the instrument." 

Said Insfran. “toe military 
issue is over now. Now they have 
to deal with the political 
problem." 


Is 3rd world Marxism retreating? 


By Anthony Lewis 

BOSTON—Nearly 30 years ago, 
in “The End of Ideology,” Daniel 
Bell wrote that the universalis! 
political ideas of the 19th century 
were exhausted, Marxism in par¬ 
ticular. Its premises about the 
crisis of capitalism and toe super¬ 
iority of socialist organisation 
had simply not squared with 
reality. 

When the book was reissued 
last year by the Harvard Uni¬ 
versity Press, Professor Bell said 
wryly in an afterword that it was 
better known for its title than its 
contents. But all about us we see 
the vindication of his insight: the 
exhaustion of Marxism. 

The point was brought home to 
me just now in the course of visits 
to Angola, Zambia and Zim¬ 
babwe. Most newly independent 
African countries hitched their 
economic hopes to some version 
of socialism. The results have 
been disastrous. Now the flight 
from Marxism has become a 
stampede. 

Angola is a dramatic example. 
Its government took power at 
independence in 1975 as a Marx¬ 
ist movement. It has been sup¬ 
ported by massive Soviet aid and 
Cuban troops. For those reasons 
it is anathema to American con¬ 
servatives, and the United States 
aids the rebel movement of Jonas 
Savirnbi. who, ironically, used to 
talk just as fierce a Marxist line. 

Today in Luanda one hears 
little Marxist ideology. The 
emphasis is on movement toward 
free markets to 
works, 
prev 



ruling party, toe MPLA. A key 
figure among them, Pedro de 
Castro Van Dunem, until lately 
minister of state for petroleum 
and production but just 
appointed foreign minister, sai<L 
recently: “The biggest mistake 
we made was to make tbe state 
sector larger and larger when we 
did not have the capacity to man¬ 
age it. There will be a very big 
reduction of the state's participa¬ 
tion in the economy.” 

Van Dunem attended a confer¬ 
ence in Lusaka, Zambia, last 
month. There he gave high praise 
to the American officials who 
mediated toe recent agreement 
with South Africa. 

Asked by reporters about his 
government's ideology, he said: 
“We are an Angolan state first — 
with a socialist orientation, but 
not Marxist and not Communist 
No prefabricated labels.” 

American oil men who do busi¬ 
ness in Angola — big business — 
say they find the officials with 
whom they deal straightforward 
and practical, with no ideological 
hang-ups. Jack Blackshire. Ted- 
dent “"“S" for Conoco, told 
me: Its easier to do business 
here than in some places in the 
States. 

Angola began its economic re¬ 
forms two years ago before 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s perestroika 
got going. But the new Soviet 
attitudes are surely having an 

•effoa m elsewhere in 

Africa and toe whole Third 
World. 
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Whcn germs invade our 
. bodies, we owe bur-' continued 
goodhealffj' to ,a highly efficient 
: -"defenfce systeta^whidi eliminates 
90 per cent of the microbes, be¬ 
fore: they .cab esiaWisfe a bridge- 
head. We would be wrong to 
suppose that tins immune, system 
" operates with complete auton- 
. omy- In tact; it has only a limited 
degree of independence, and we : 
can either strengthen or weaken 
‘' it. by" toe vay we'live.’ 

• ••_ - CktT'iinntuac system is divided 
/ -into two sub-systems. .The first, 

'. which is called, the non-specific,. 

- serves as a defensive line and 
resists the- invaders by mechanical - 
and chemical me ans. The second, 
the sjiedfic system, movies in to 

. kiH tte wvses and bacteria which 
nonetheless manage to penetrate 
our blood circulation system. 

' The skin, a veritable protective 


body defences against stress 


walh is the main element of non¬ 
specific defence, and behind it 
.'are the . various mucuses, that 
catch and hill any attacking 
• germs. The cilia flagella — tiny 
whip-tjke hairs in the.upper part 
of the. respiratory tract — trans¬ 
port the microbes that we have 
- inhaled back to die upper throat 
. and neutralise their action. Tears 
and saliva prevent microbes from 
taking .hold, while the gastric 
prices in the stomach are capable 
of killing' bacteria and rendering 
-harmless the. toxic substances 
they-produce. 

The specific immune system is 
a form of defence which reacts 
according to the type of attacking 
microbes. At the least warning, 
bur body begins to manufacture 
.enormous quantities of two 
groups of cells: T and B cells, of 
"which there are thousands of 
types adapted to - each microbe. 
The T and B cells identify the 
enemy, destroy or neutralise its 
action. They also ensure the pro¬ 
duction of antibodies against fu¬ 
ture infections. 

This sensitive and delicate 
machinery puts its formidable 
. efficiency at our disposal 
apparently without demanding 
anything in return. But it is in our 
own interest Co deal gently with it 
and thus assist it in its task. We 
can do this because our immunai 
competence is intimately linked 
to our lifestyle. 

Certain behaviours are not 


good for our health, as we well 
know. And certain events that 
affect us leave traces behind in 
our body systems; there is always 
a link between psychological and 
physical health. Often, simple be¬ 
haviours can "serve to strengthen 
our immunai competence. Some¬ 
times a little assistance is neces¬ 
sary. Let me pass on some advice 
from eminent immunologists and 
psycho-immunologists. 

Make sure your diet is rich in 
Iron. A lack of iron directly 
afreets the immune system: it 
diminishes the number of T cells 
and weakens their activity. The 
production of antibodies through 
B cells also drops. The explana¬ 
tion for this is that iron is essen¬ 
tial for binding oxygen to the 
bloodcells and, of course, oxygen 
is essential for the function of 
every ceil of every organ. 

Use iron or steel pans for cook¬ 
ing and preparing food. Eat as 
much as possible of food that is 
rich in iron, such as lean meat, 
and fruit and vegetables rich in 
vitamin C. Shellfish, leafy veget¬ 
ables and eggs are also a source of 
iron. Where not enough food rich 
in iron is available, iron pills or 
tablets should preferably be used 
as a dietary supplement. 

Do not smoke. Smoking dam¬ 
ages the cilia flagella cells in the 
respiratory tract, opening the way 
to infections. And the elimination 
of the toxic substances that 
through smoking get into the 


blood and the cells, occupies pan 
of the immune system capacity to 
Such an extent that it is not 
available to do its proper job 
elsewhere in the body, where 
infections, for example, might be 
developing. 

Avoid air which is too dry and 
too hoL The former dries up the 
mucuses of the upper respiratory 
tract and increases the risk of 
infection. It is best not to heat 
your house above 18 to 19 de¬ 
grees Centigrade in winter, and 
to lower the temperature during 
the night. Use any means to 
humidify the air appropriately. 

Be wary of the sun. Excessive 
exposure to sunlight weakens the 
activity of the T cells. 

Exercise regularly. Walking, 
moderate jogging, sport streng¬ 
thens the body, tones up the 
cardiovascular system and in¬ 
creases the number of T and B 
cells. 

Control your stress. Contrary 
to what people today often seem 
to believe,'-stress in itself is not 
damaging to our health. A life 
with certain stressful challenges, 
that completely or partially can 
be mastered, is a rewarding and 
often healthy life. However, 
chronic levels of stress cause hor¬ 
monal changes which in turn de¬ 
crease the number and activity of 
T and B cells and therewith make 
you more vulnerable to infection 
and disease. 


Two categories of symptoms 
can be distinguished. First of all, 
physical symptoms such as fre¬ 
quent headaches, backache, 
muscular pains, heart-pounding, 
repeated colds and stomach up¬ 
sets. Secondly, there are often 
very clear emotional or mood 
symptoms such as prolonged feel¬ 
ings of insecurity, having difficul¬ 
ty sleeping at night, becoming 
nervous and starting to worry 
very frequently. 

Research has shown that there 
□re some general methods of con¬ 
trolling stress that would benefit 
practically everyone. One of the 
most important of them is learn¬ 
ing relaxation through muscular 
relaxation exercises or meditation 
exercises. 

Such methods affect the im¬ 
mune system because they influ¬ 
ence the secretion of certain hor¬ 
mones in the blood that, in exces¬ 
sive quantities, suppress effective 
immune functioning. For most 
people relaxation is something 
that should be learned and be 
habitual. It should be done for 10 
to 15 minutes at least once and 
preferably twice a day. 

It is also beneficial to listen 
regularly to soothing music but 
without doing anything else, even 
reading. In a recent study it was 
shown that music releases certain 
chemicals in the brain which 
affect how well immune cells re¬ 
spond to germs —Academic File. 
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-• Sleeplessness 

• Frequent worrying 

• Forgetfulness 

• Nervous ticks 
Sense of insecurity 


-* Headache 

• Stiff neck 

• Stomach upset 

* Heart-pounding 
• Sweaty hands 

Light-headedness 
-• Stammering 


Researchers targ 
drug abuse 


A boom for Indian tourism 


By Sonni Efron 

The Associated Press 

BOSTON — “Wanted: people 
aged 18 to 29 to take recreational 
drugs as part of a scientific study. 
Earn up to $400 in four after¬ 
noons.” 

That recent newspaper adver¬ 
tisement is part of the quiet battle 




. By K.R. Sndhaman 

TOURISM in India has a.poten¬ 
tial of “Himalayan magnitude 
and the government is geariog . 
itself to tap it .to the optimum - 
extents so that, by the turn of the 
century. , * 5e industry proves a 
major foreign- exchange, earner . 
for the country. 

Deesignated Destination India 
Decade, the nineties are being 
projected as. “tourism, boom 
years”,in anticipation of the new. 
craving'among international tour¬ 
ists foraltemativees to traditional 
destinations in Europe and North 
America; which have come “satu¬ 
rated and. exhausted J*. . 

While, dotted astbereountry is - 
with hundreds of places of histor¬ 
ical interest, toe cultural"aspect 
will continue Tobe;tbe mainstay 
of Indian tourism, it: hasaiso 
acquired, .a " new positive dimen¬ 
sion recently!" to ; 

Mr. -Director”, 

Geeneral of Touriah in toe gov- ' 
eminent, for toe tost tone. India is 
being looked upon" asadestina- 
tion of ‘leisure and adventure 
tourism”.as.wdLr ..v- .... 

The historic. and . cultural -. 
mosaic India offers to. foreign ; 
tourists is indeed: unique-. Indian 
civilisation is an amalgam of the. 
Vedic,- Islamic ]- and- Western 
streams.- Its ntonuineBts.vscuIp- 
tures .and.; paintings, .bear testi¬ 
mony to an ethos for "harmony, in . 
diversi ty Wended mto ^compo¬ 
site culture. "' -=. ' . 


These have, in part, been sus¬ 
tained by colourful and varied 
geographical features, such as the 
lofty Himalayas, which not only 
raise the human spirit to divine 
heights, but also offer a whole 
range of .adventure sports. The 
country also boasts of some of the 
best beaches in the world with an 
.irresistible combination of sun¬ 
shine, sand and sea. 

- A chain of national parks, bird 
sanctuaries and an abundance of 
fairs and festivals are unmatched 
in the world. As a tourism minis¬ 
ter once exclaimed, “product In¬ 
dia can boast of being.exceptional 
and unique in many ways.” 

With more and more tourists 
converging upon the country, toe 
Tourism Department has drawn 
ixp a Master Plan to develop new 
sites in toe'-'country. The effort 
would- be to demolish the restric¬ 
tive nature of tourism which had 


baneswar (on the way to the Sun 
Temple at Konarak and the 
famous Jagannatha temple and 
the beach at Puri in Orissa). 

According to Tourism Secret¬ 
ary S.K. Milra. India's image as a 
cultural paradise will remain its 
strong point in the marketing of 
the country as a tourist destina¬ 
tion overseas. However, now a 
holiday image is being promoted 
as well. As such opportunities for 
mountaineering, trekking and 
swimming are being provided on 
a wide scale. 

In this context, the Lakshad¬ 
weep archipelago in toe Arabian 
Sea. The Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands in the Bay of Bengal, the 
Mahabaiipuram beach resort 
□ear Madras and toe beaches of 
Goa and Puri are witnessing a 
transformation geared to receive 
an increasing number of visitors 
from abroad. An added attrac- 


. become localised to the “golden tion is the facility to host conven- 
^riangle^ of; Delhi-Agra-JaipUr. —nons and conferences at most of 
Now toe south and the east, these centres. * ■ 


known for their beautiful tem- 
pies, miles and miles of coastline 
;with serene beaches and palm 
groves, are being promoted. 


Furthermore, international fes¬ 
tivals are being promoted, pro¬ 
riding opportunities for witnes¬ 


sing “the vitality in India.” 
According 10 Mr. Goswami, the 
success of the recent Mango fes¬ 
tival at Saharanpur. north of De¬ 
lhi, has inspired the government 
to hold more festivals in future. 
For instance, a three-day kite 
flying festival was planned in 
Ahmedabad in mid-January. 
Then, under the theme, “Totally 
an Indian Touch,” a fashion para¬ 
de of rural dresses is being orga¬ 
nised for the first time in the 
country in February at Sura- 
jkund, a tourist resort near Delhi. 

Another unique festival is 
slated for May in the southern 
state of Kerala. It is the 
Elephant Marathon, involving 
,126 ttuskers, the idea for which 
was mooted by a Frenchwoman. 
Mr. Goswami assures that all care 
would be taken to prevent cruelty 
to the animals. 

Statistics speak of growing 
tourist inflow into India. Nearly 
1;5 million foreign tourists visited 
tndia during 1987. showing a 
growth rate of 7.8 per cent over 
1986. The foreign exchange 
earned in the process during fiscal 







A Bharatanatyam dance pose 

year April 1986-March 1987 was 
estimated at $1.42 billion, as 
against $1.17 billion in 1985-86. 
The projected earnings for 1987- 
88 are $1.43 billion, and by 1990 
should touch toe $2 billion mark 
with an expected annual inflow of 
two million visitors. Foreign ex¬ 
change turnover is expected to 
double and cross $4 billion by the 
turn of the century with annual 
tourist traffic touching three mil¬ 
lion. 

Simultaneously, the Tourism 


Ministry had been taking up 
several surveys and analytical stu¬ 
dies to proride objective informa¬ 
tion for planning and discovering 
the tourism potential of selected 
places. The studies completed in 
1987 include surveys in Himachal 
Pradesh. Goa and the north east¬ 
ern states . 

* Besides, an all-India survey has 
been launched to study travel 
habits of households and foreign 
tourists. 

— PTl features. 


- Opening up 

, Already these regions have 
“opened up" with more interna¬ 
tional flights operating from 
.Madras and - Calcutta. 

- The government also plans to 
promote chartered flights to 
places- tike Madras and Bhu- 


The odds are against the poor 
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ON THE one hand: good educa¬ 
tion, material affluence and job 
and income stability. On the 
other: lack of training, poverty 
and unemployment. The dualism 
of the urban population in Africa 
and the closeJink between pover¬ 
ty and vulnerability on toe labour 
market emerge as particularly 
striking in the findings of a case 
study of Abidjan, recently pub¬ 
lished by the ILO’s International 
Institute for Labour Studies. 

The former capital of the Cote 
d’Ivoire has experienced spec¬ 
tacular economic and demog¬ 
raphic development. At present it 
accounts for more than 80 per 
cent of the value added of the 
country's services sector and 
nearly 70 per cent of that of the 
industrial sector. Its population, 
which is growing at the rate of 10 
per" cent a year, is about 2.S 
million, a quarter of toe country’s 


total inhabitants. 

According to the study, one 
household in five lives below the 
poverty line and one in ten in 
absolute poverty. In 1985 unem¬ 
ployment affected one-fifth of the 
active population. 

The study shows not only that 
the possibilities of finding a job 
are much more remote for the 
poor but also that their jobs and 
incomes are more often preca¬ 
rious. 

In the poorest households the 
proportion of the heads of fami-* 
ties without employment is nearly 
56 per cent, while it is less than 10 
per cent in the well-to-do house¬ 
holds. Furthermore, the poor and 
very poor households include 
casual workers who are usually 
found in jobs that call for piece 
work or work on a daily basis. 

It is not surprising that' women 
have a dominant role in sup¬ 


plementing family incomes in the 
poorest groups, where it is calcu¬ 
lated that the head of the house¬ 
hold earns only 36 per cent of the 
total income. The activities of 
married women from poor house¬ 
holds are exclusively centred in 
petty commerce. 

The study also spotlights toe 
strong correlation between the 
level of training and the income 
of the household. Thus, in 50 to 
60 per cent of the poor families 
the head has practically no educa¬ 
tion while this proportion is only 
20 per cent in the better-off 
households. Likewise, in 20 to 40 
per cent of the poor households 
the head has no vocational train¬ 
ing or has been trained on the 
job. 

Unemployment hits hardest at 
young people with only primary 
level education. Also the poorly 


educated jobseekers, most often 
beads of poor households, tend to 
stay unemployed the longest. 

Concerning access to employ¬ 
ment, the interplay of personal or 
ethnic contacts remains essential 
in the poor households, while for 
the better-off workers the pass¬ 
port to employment is instead toe 
diploma or test. “This could 
mean that in the long term tradi¬ 
tional society plays a contradic¬ 
tory role in fostering strong ele¬ 
ments of undesirable social evolu¬ 
tion,'’ the study says. 

It cites the need for extensive 
and co-ordinated action in favour 
of the most disadvantaged levels 
of the population, at a time when 
•The Cote d’Ivoire is engaged in a 
series of structural adjustment 
programmes” of which “toe so¬ 
cial consequences appear wor¬ 
rying.” ILO Publications 


waged by drug companies and the 
U.S. government to find ways to 
curb recreational use of prescrip¬ 
tion drugs. 

Scientists hire the volunteers to 
learn what makes some dregs so 
pleasant that they are likely to be 
abused. They hope to use that 
knowledge to develop dregs that 
are as effective but not pleasur¬ 
able enough for illicit use. 

Dreg companies use the studies 
to decide whether to market a 
new drug, and in what dosages. 
Federal agencies use the data to 
decide whether to approve a dreg 
for sale or impose certain restric¬ 
tions on how it may be pre¬ 
scribed. 

If the dreg makes subjects 
euphoric, they are asked whether 
they would take it again for plea¬ 
sure. and how much they would 
pay for it on the street. 

The four categories of dregs 
that cause the most trouble, and 
are most scrupulously tested, are 
painkillers, diet pills, sleeping aids 
and anti-anxiety drugs, said Dr. 
John J. Boren of toe National- 
Institute on Dreg Abuse. 

Dreg companies have been 
trying for years to develop paink¬ 
illers as effective as morphine but 
not as addictive, Boren said. 
Pharmacologists already have 
been able to invent new sleeping 
pills that are less habit-forming 
than the traditional sort, barbitu- 
ates. he said. 

Abuse-proof drugs axe not just 
medically desirable, they also can 
be immensely profitable, since 
doctors are likely tc prescribe 
them with a freer hand. 

One such money-maker is the 
anti-anxiety drug Buspar, which 
was tested in Boston by Dr. 
Jonathan O. Cole, chief of 
psychopharmacology at McLean 
Hospital, a psychiatric facility 
which is a Harvard University 
teaching hospital. 

“The question was: ‘Gee, do 
people who like downers (bar- 
bituates) like this stuff?*" Cole 
said. 

Most of Cole’s volunteers are 
college students. 

“When they call up, we try to 
get histories from them of what 
they use and don't use.” he said. 
But researchers must be careful 
because would-be volunteers tend 
to offer the medical history they 
think is wanted. 

“We want people who have 
taken sedative dregs recently and 
taken them often enough that 
we're reasonably sure nothing's 
going to happen to them," Cole 
said. Occasional users aud those 
who appear mentally unstable are 
rejected. Usually about one-third 
of the applicants are accepted. 


For the Buspar study. Cole 
recruited subjects who had taken 
Valium or Barbituates for plea¬ 
sure but seemed stable. On four 
different afternoons, they were 
given Valium, Buspar, 
Quaaludes or a Placebo, a “dum¬ 
my" pill with no effects, but were 
not told which they had taken. 

The subjects found the 
Quaaludes very euphoric, the 
Valium about half as euphoric, 
and the Buspar not much diffe¬ 
rent from toe Placebo. 


The Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration (FDA) approved the dreg 
for sale in 1986, and it is now one 
of the most successful drugs that 
Bristol-Myers has ever launched, 
according to company spokes¬ 
woman Janet Lindholm. 

Buspar now' competes with 
other anti-anxiety dregs including 
Valium, Zanax and Atavan in a 
market worth $600 million to 
$700 million per year, said Scott 
Litherland, another company 
.spokesman. 

The best results have been with 
patients who have never taken 
anti-anxiety dregs because some 
long-term patients associate feel¬ 
ing less anxious with the sedation 
and euphoria that drugs like 
Valium produce. Litherland said. 

“They can pop a Valium and 
they feel better, but that's not the 
anti-anxiety effect,” he said. “It’s 
toe side effect that they think 
makes them feel better." 

Bristol-Myers recommends 
doctors wean such patients from 
sedatives before they prescribe 
Buspar, he said. 

Depending on the type of drug 
being tested, scientists may re¬ 
cruit college students, prisoners, 
recovered addicts or people in 
methadone programmes, said 
Frank Vocci, Chief of the Dreg 
Abuse staff of the FDA. Some 
are regulars. 

“You will have people who 
have assorted drug histories 
who’ll try to get into every study 
that’s being run,” Vocci said, 
“...they sit around on this little 
ward and play mintendo (a video 
game system) and enjoy them¬ 
selves for a week.” 

In addition to human testing, 
each year about 250 experimental 
dregs are tried on animals to see 
if they are physically or psycholo¬ 
gically addictive. 

In one common test, monkeys 
are trained to push a lever that 
injects them with a dreg. They 
are then allowed to give them¬ 
selves as many injections as they 
like on the premise that if the 
monkeys take it, so will people. 


































OAPEC sees higher 
demand for oil in 90s 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Iran denies seeking foreign loans 


KUWAIT (AP) — The Organisation of Arab Pet¬ 
roleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) Sunday pre¬ 
dicted increased demand for oil in the 1990s, ma kin g 
it easier for OPEC to stabilise prices on the glutted 
market. 


OAPEC. a Kuwait-based 
group that includes the Arab 
members of the 13-nation Orga¬ 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), also said 
alternative fuels like coal and 
nuclear energy were declining in 
importance. 

"The slow pace of shifts in the 
pattern of energy demand not¬ 
withstanding, the environment in 
which the world oil market will 
evolve during the coming few* 
years should make the task of 
OPEC in achieving price stability 
for oil less arduous." said an 
editorial in the OAPEC monthly 
Bulletin for February. 

The OAPEC member-states 
that also belong to the 13-nation 
0?EC are Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. 
Qatar, the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates. Iraq. Libya and Algeria. 

Other OAPEt member-states 


Inflation 
shoots 
up to 290% 
in Yugoslavia 


BELGRADE (R) — Prime 
Minister-Designate Ante Marko- 
vic's task of reviving Yugoslavia's 
crisis-tom economy grew more 
daunting Monday as official fi¬ 
gures showed annual inflation 
rocketed to 290 per cent Iasi 
month. 

The Federal Bureau of Statis¬ 
tics said prices soared by a 
monthly record of 39 percentage 
points from the 251 per cent 
inflation registered at the end of 
1988. 

Communist Party leader Stipe 
Suvar said last weekend that 
Yugoslavia faced "economic col¬ 
lapse and social explosion” unless 
it conquered inflation this year. 

Economists said January rises 
were highest in services, farm 
products and. energy, and that 
they reflected the outgoing gov¬ 
ernment's gradual scrapping of 
price controls. 

The data will upset union bos¬ 
ses who are pressing for new steps 
to curb price rises and ease the 
burden on workers, whose living 
standards are the lowest in 20 
years. 

Yugoslavia had some 1,800 
strikes in 1988. many with the 
collaboration of official unions. 

Prime Minister Branko Miku- 
lic, who last May imposed an 
austerity package, resigned Dec. 
30 in a parliamentary showdown 
with regional leaders over his 
failure to slow the price spiral. 

Markovic, named last month to 
replace Mikulic, has promised to 
deregulate the economy and keep 
prices free. He is assembling a 
reformist cabinet and is due to 
take office in early March. 

The state presidency, the high¬ 
est constitutional organ, has told 
him that his priority task is to 
beat inflation. 

Markovic has said a key to 
economic revival is to inject fore¬ 
ign capital into the country's crip¬ 
pled industry under liberal invest¬ 
ment laws, which will in turn help 
Yugoslavia to meet repayment 
deadlines on its S22 billion debt 
to the West. 

Suvar backed Markovic's 
strategy on foreign capital, saying 
Yugoslavia must overcome its in¬ 
ternal divisions and improve the 
political climate to raise investor 
confidence. 

Economists said Mikulic’s re¬ 
cent easing of energy prices 
would spur another big surge in 
prices this month. Electricity 
tariffs went up by 48 per cent last 
week. 

Markovic also faces a tough 
battle to sustain exports, accord¬ 
ing to figures quoted by T&njug 
news agency last Thursday. They 
showed January exports falling 19 
per cent from year-ago levels to 
S423 million. 

Exports in 1988 earned $12.59 
billion, a rise of 9.5 per cent from 
1987. 
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are Syria. Tunisia and Bahrain, 
while Egypt's membership was 
suspended after its 1979 peace 
treatv with Israel. 


"Consumption trends indicate 
that the shift away from oil has 
run its course.” the Bulletin said. 
"Oil will once again take a bigger 
slice of new demand for energy 
because the obstacles inherent in 
the consumption of coal and nuc¬ 
lear have become more relevant 
as their use expanded." 

It added: "The campaign to 
reduce the role of oil in the 
world’s energy mix has become 
economically unjustified." 

The OAPEC editorial singled 
out safety, ecology and cost as 
key "interrelated factors" behind 
the trend away from coal and 
nuclear energy. 

The editonal said that nations 
promoting reduced dependence 


on oil have “underestimated costs 
of changing systems.” 

Costs are a major factor in 
nuclear energy development, the 
Bulletin noted. 

It pointed out that Sweden has 
decided to scrap its nuclear power 
plants over the next two decades, 
while the United States, Britain, 
the Soviet Union and France are 
slowing down their nuclear ener¬ 
gy programmes. 

"The price of oil, on the other 
hand, dropped 50 per cent in less 
than five years without substan¬ 
tially affecting the short-term 
capacity to supply oil,” it stated. 
“No other commodity is endowed 
with so much intrinsic flexibility.” 

OAPEC noted th3t the relative 
price advantage of oil and natural 
gas “will probably inhibit any 
dramatic growth in the share of 
alternatives for the next 10 to 15 
years." 

But the Bulletin said that 
“dramatic shifts” to oil and gas 
were not. expected since "overall 
demand will continue to be mod¬ 
ified by the effects of higher 
efficiency in fuel consumption 
and energy conservation.” 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran denied Monday reports that it was seeking 
$3 billion in foreign loans but said it welcomed foreign participation 
in its reconstruction efforts. The New York Tunes Friday quoted 
Iranian Oil Minister Gholarareza Aqazadeb as saying Iran had 
decided to borrow the money over the next five years to finance 
revenue-generating projects. The Iranian news agency IRNA, 
monitored in Nicosia, said Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
denied the report at a Tehran news conference. But be added that 
Iran welcomed involvement by foreign firms in economic recon¬ 
struction after the war with Iraq. “We hope to announce our 
decision on this subject later, after the policy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is dearly defined,” Velayati said. Iranian leaders 
say hundreds of billions of dollars are needed to repair the damage 
caused by eight years of fighting in the Gulf war. Some favour 
borrowing, but others say this would bring unwanted foreign 
influence. 


amounted to 80.000 barrels a day in 1987, 90,000 barrels in 1988 
and will reach 100,000 barrels a day during the first six months of 
1989. But with the hike in output, Norway will be averaging 1.4 
million barrels per day this year, up from an average 1.1 million last 
year. Chalabi expressed hope that the Norwegian government 
would “reconsider its stance," A1 Seyassah reported. 
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Hyundai to invest in Soviet Union 


Cairo, IMF to hold more talks 


National Bank of Kuwait 
reports 16 % profit rise 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt will hold another round of talks next month 
with the Internationa] Monetary Fund (IMF) on an economic 
reform programme. Prime Minister Atef Sedki said Sunday. 
Negotiations with a joint team from the IMF and the World Bank 
ended Friday without the agreement needed by Egypt to allow 
rescheduling of about $4 billion of debt due between last July and 
next December. The Middle East News Agency quoted Sedki as 
saying the talks were “positive.” He gave no details but said 
antoher joint delegation from the IMF and World Bank was 
expected in March. Egypt, burdened by a $43 billion foreign debt, 
differs with the IMF on the pace of suggested reforms such as price 
hikes and an end to state subsidies on basic supplies. It fears they 
might lead to social troubles. The IMF also wants Cairo to raise 
domestic interest rates to increase savings. Egyptian officials have 
said they are considering a small increase of about two per cent. 
The maximum interest rate on deposits is currently 13 per cent. 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — The Hyundai group will set tip a 
50-50 joint venture trading and development company with the 
Soviet Chamber of Commerce in April, Hyundai officials have 
said. The new company, initially capitalised at $10 million, is being 
established under a letter of intent exchanged between the South 
Korean business conglomerate and the Soviet Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. Tire proposed company, the first joint venture between the 
two countries, plans to build a coastal power station and develop 
petroleum gas and produce pulp in Siberia, among other projects, 
they said. Tie firm’s head office will be in Seoul with a branch in 
Moscow, and Soviet directors for the joint venture will be stationed 
in Seoul, the Hyundai officials said. The proposed company also 
will handle imports of Soviet products such as lumber and 
industrial raw materials and exports of various Korean products to 
the Soviet Union. The Soviet Chamber of Commerce has agreed 
with the state-run Korea Trade Promotion Corp. to open trade 
offices in each other's capitals in two months to seek direct trade 
between the two countries. 


BRUSSELS (R> — r The Euro¬ 
pean Community (EC), has intro¬ 
duced stria new rules affecting 
access to EC markets for mic¬ 
rochips in a move which diplo¬ 
mats said could intensity-..U.S,_ 
and Japanese charges of protec¬ 
tionism. .. 

The EC’s -Executive Cominis-. 
sion said in a statement Monday 
that the regulationrequires . a. 
crucial high-technology stage in 
the manufacture of microchips to. 
take place in the Connnuruty for 
them to be cpnsideTed “maa& m 
the EC.” 

The wafer-thin semi-conduct-: 
ing circuits are at "the bekrt'of 
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Gulf Air expects $20m profit 


Turkey initials Ankara metro contract 


KUWAIT (R) — The National 
Bank of Kuwait (NBK). the coun¬ 
try's largest. Sunday reported a 
16 per cent jump in net profit in 
1988. its biggest increase since 
1985. 

Bankers said the results re¬ 
flected renewed strength in the 
local market as well as NBK’s 
expansion outside the Gulf, 
where falling oil prices, the Iran- 
Iraq war and non-performing 
loans have hit bank profits in 
recent years. 

"At the end of the '80s, we are 
reaping the rewards of the careful 
strategic planning which we initi¬ 
ated at the start of the decade,” 
Chairman Mohammad Abdul 
Mohsin AI Khorafi told repor- 
ters. 

Net profits climbed to 30.9 
million dinars ($108 million) from 


East Germans 
offer to buy 
oil from UAE 


26.7 million dinars ($93 million) 
while assets rose 15 per cent to 
3.48 billion dinars ($12.1 billion). 

The bank said that in keeping 
with tradition, additional undis¬ 
closed profits were transferred to 
an inner reserve. 

Khorafi announced a cash di¬ 
vidend of 22 fils per share, un¬ 
changed from 1987, and a bonus 
issue of 13 shares for every 100 
held, up from 10 in 1987. 

Bankers say NBK’s conserva¬ 
tive domestic lending policy and 
foreign assets helped shield it 
from the Gulf recession. Profits 
have grown during each of the 
past five years. 

Unlike other Kuwait banks 
that required central bank assist¬ 
ance, NBK has been able to cover 
fully non-performing loans from 
its own resources, bankers said. 

NBK has 50 domestic branches 
and full branches in New York. 
Singapore. London, Paris and 
Bahrain, and wholly owned in¬ 
vestment management sub¬ 
sidiaries in London and Geneva. 


ANKARA (R) — A Canadian-led group initialled a contract 
Monday to construct the start of an Ankara metro system aimed at 
giving the polluted Turkish capital a face-lift. Ankara Mayor 
Mehmet Altinsoy said the contract, won by Canada's Urban 
Transport Development Corporation (UTDC) with Turkey's 
Gama and Guns companies, totalled $428 million. The first 
14-kilometre stage of the planned 54-kilometre metro is due to be 
completed by 1992. Canadian sources said ground-breaking was 
possible next month if a company set up between UTDC and 
Garaa-Guris signed a formal contract with Ankara municipality 
under Turkey's build-operate-transfer system. The whole system, 
scheduled for completion in 2015, aims at easing road congestion, 
reducing vehicle exhaust pollution and shifting the city centre away 
from barren Anatolian mountains to allow more space for mass 
housing projects and industry. Finance for the first stage has not 
been finalised but industry sources said it would probably include a 
Canadian export-import bank credit and a syndicated loan raised 
by banks in Canada and Britain. 


NICOSIA (R) — Gulf Air expects to have bounced back from two 
years of losses with a net profit in 1988 of 7.5 million Bahraini 
din are ($20 milli on). Gulf Air, owned by the governments of. 
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and the emirate of Abu Dhabi, lost 2.8 
million dinars ($7.4 million) in 1987 and 1.3 million ($3.5 million) 
in 1986, partly because of a regional recession. The Oman News 
Agency, monitored in Nicosia, quoted airline chief Ibrahim Al 
Malki as saying in Muscat that the Bahrain-based airline planned to 
build a new headquarters. Speaking after a board meeting in 
Muscat, he said the capital of the Gulf aircraft maintenance 
company, owned 60 per cent by the emirate of Abu. Dhabi and the 
rest by Golf Air, would be doubled to 80 million UAE dirhams 
(S21 million). 


Swiss arms exports fall by 13% 


BERNE (R) — Swiss arms exports fell 13percent in 1988 to 504.4 
million francs (S320.9 million) from 578.3. miifipn francs ($367.9 
million) in 1987, the Federal Military Department has said. Nigeria 
was Switzerland’s top customer, buying 105.8 million francs ($67.3 
million) worth, followed by West Germany with 79.7million($50.7 
million) and Saudi Arabia with 59.1 million ($37.6 million).. 
Austria bought 31.4 million francs of arms ($19.8 nullioii),Canada, 
and the United States 27 million ($17.2 million) each and Thailand 
20.1 million ($12.8 million). A1972 Swiss law forbids theexport of’ 
arms to countries engaged in armed conflict. 


Nicaragua devalues cordoba again 


Iraqi qil minister criticises Norway 


KUWAIT (AP) — Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Al Chalabi criticised 
Norway for taking a “passive” approach to cooperation with 
OPEC over reducing oil production in older to stabilise prices, the 
Kuwait daily Al Seyassah said Sunday. “Despite the positiveness 
with which Norway tries to charaaerise its stand in dealing with 
OPEC, its attitude is regrettably passive,” Chalabi said in an 
interview. Chalabi said that Norway derided to reduce its max¬ 
imum production capacity by 7.5 per cent in order to help OPECs 
stabilisation effort. But he said that Norway effectively reneged on 
its decision by planning to hike output by 40 per cent in the first six 
months of 1989 because of new oil finds. The 7;5 per. cent cut 


MANAGUA (AP) — The government Sunday announced a 15 per 
cent fall in the value of the cordoba against the U.S. dollar, 
Nicaragua's third currency devaluation since Jan. 1. Government- 
run Voice of Nicaragua radio said the official exchange rate would 
go from 2,300 to the dollar to 2,700 to the dollar Monday. It said 
the Central Bank of Nicaragua approved the latest devaluation 
Sunday afternoon. A parallel exchange rate at which transactions 
such as paying hotels bill are carried out remained at 4,500. The 
cordoba has been going for between 5,200 and 5,300 to the dollar 
on the black market At the beginning of the year, the exchange 
rate was 920 cordobas to the dollar. On Jan. 4, the central bank- 
ebanged the rate to 2,000 to the dollar and on Jan. 25, it went to 
2,300. ■ • - ■»*| 
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ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — An East Ger¬ 
man official said Monday that his 
country was ready to import oil 
from the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to promote bilateral ties 
even though they have no di¬ 
plomatic relations. 

“We prefer a balanced ex¬ 
change of trade... and if our 
exports to the UAE expanded, 
we may balance that by importing 
oil from this country,” said Claus 
Gaedt. the German Democratic 
Republic's deputy foreign trade 
minister. 

He was attending the first East 
German trade fair which opened 
in Abu Dhabi Saturday, with 
more than 100 East German com¬ 
panies participating. 

Gaedt said that establishing 
ties would facilitate the exchange 
of trade missions and improve 
trade relations. 


China austerity spawns 
black market in cash 


Malaysia counters 
charges on palm oil 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


"We're waiting for the UAE to 
take the initiative and expresses 
readiness to establish diplomatic 
relations,” he said. 

Gaedt noted that since East 
Germany established diplomatic 
relations with Kuwait in 1972, 
trade had increased fifteen-fold. 

Kuwait is the only Gulf Arab 
state to have diplomatic ties with 
East Germany and other Eastern 
Bloc countries. 

It established relations with the 
Soviet Union 20 years ago. The 
UAE and Oman followed in 1985 
and Qatar last year. 

Trade between the UAE and 
East Germany is modest. 

The UAE imported East Ger¬ 
man goods worth $10 million last 
year. 

German officials at the fair said, 
last year's figures marked a 25 per 
cent increase over the previous 
year. They attributed that to the 
opening of an East German trade 
centre in Dubai. 


PEKING (R) — Sales of safes are 
booming in China as businessmen 
hold onto their cash to avoid 
government controls. 

Businessmen are breeding 
guard dogs to protect homes fil¬ 
led with rash that permits them to 
trade and lend in a booming cash 
black market that grew out of an 
austerity programme instituted 
five months ago. the official Eco¬ 
nomic Information newspaper 
has said. 

In September China intro¬ 
duced tight curbs on credit, the 
issuance of cash and on how 
much cash enterprises were 
allowed to keep on their pre¬ 
mises. 

The newspaper said these rules 
bad been widely ignored, with 
enterprises hoarding cash to 
avoid the controls and using false 
receipts to conceal their transac¬ 
tions. It said the boom in safes 
and guard dogs followed from the 


hoarding. 

A concern in Jiangsu sent a 
salesman carrying 1.2 million 
yuan ($325,000) in cash to south¬ 
west China to buy silkwom co¬ 
coons, another sent armed militia 
to escort its salesmen who were 
carrying tens of thousands of 
yuan to buy cotton. 

One private businessman who 
was late in repaying a loan of 
35,000 yuan ($9,500) to a bank 
was found to have double that in 
cash in his bouse, the newspaper 
said. 


Monday, Feb. 6, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


Firms borrowed and lent the 
money among themselves, th¬ 
warting the government's attempt 
to control cash flow, it said. 

These practices had led to a 
rash of robberies, a drop in bank 
savings in some cities and had 
“seriously affected*' the normal 
circulation of money through the 
banks, it added. 


Saatchi to market 
Western goods in USSR 


LONDON (R) — Saatchi and 
Saatchi, the advertisers who 
“sold” Margaret Thatcher as 
prime minister to British voters, 
have been chosen to market the 
fruits of Western capitalism on 
Soviet television. 

Saatchi advertising chairman 
Bill Muirhead said he would also 
welcome a deal to polish Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev's 
image. “But I don't think he 
needs it at the moment,” he 
added. 


ish up Conservative Party leader 
Margaret Thatcher's image in the 
1979 political campaign that saw 
her first elected prime minister. 

Western companies such as 
British Airways and Pepsi-Cola 
have already shown advertise¬ 
ments to Gostelradio’s 180 mil¬ 
lion audience on an experimental 
basis. 


NEW YORK (AP) — A Malay¬ 
sian trade group has begun an 
advertising campaign in the Un¬ 
ited Stares aimed at countering 
what it calls the lies and “scare 
tactics'* of competitors and health 
advocates who say palm oil leads 
to heart disease. 

The Malaysian Oil Palm Grow¬ 
ers' Council placed a full page 
advertisement headlined, “To 
The American People — The 
Facts About Palm Oil.” in the 
New York Times. 

“Initial scientific research has 
provided evidence that palm oil is 
healthy and nutritious,” the ad 
said in part. 

Malaysia's Primary Industries 
Minister Lim Keng Yaik 
announced last week that the 
palm oil producers in Malaysia 
had set up a $3.69 milli on fund 
for a counterattack. 

“Since we are the world's big¬ 
gest* producer and exporter of 
palm oil we cannot let this go 
unchallenged- We have to oail 
the lie,” Lim said. 

He said the campaign would 
include advertisements in U.S. 
newspapers refuting studies that 
found highly saturated tropical 
oils, like p alm and coconut, in¬ 
crease blood cholesterol and lead 


to heart disease. 

Groups like the American Soy¬ 
bean Association and the Nation¬ 
al Heart Savers Association be¬ 
gan an anti-palm oil campaign in 
1987, and major U.S. food pro¬ 
cessors such as General Mills 
Inc., Kellogg Co. and Pillsbury 
Co. have responded with 
announcements that they no lon¬ 
ger use tropical oils in their 
cookies, crackers and other pro¬ 
ducts. 
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LONDON 


A delegation of Malaysian gov¬ 
ernment officials, palm oil pro¬ 
ducers, exporters and scientists 
plans to present evidence from 
their own study rebutting the 
charges to the National Institute 
of Palm Oil Processors meeting in 
Tucson, Arizona, in March. 

Malaysian exports account for 
65 per cent of total world palm oil 
exports. The industry generates 
about $2 bilion in revenue, and 
more than 2 million of Malaysia's 
17.5 million people depend 
directly or indirectly on it. 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and s elling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on : 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7320/30 

1.1830/40 

1.8845/55 

2.1270/85..... - 

1.6010/17 

39.48/52 

6.4100/50 ‘ 

1375/1376 • , 

129.80/90 

6.3850/3900 : 

-6.7970/8020 

7.3230/80 

390.40/390.90 


U.S. .dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deiitscheraarks 
Dutch guilders ; V- 
Swiss francs • 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 1 
Danish crowns •' 
U.S. dollars 


Lim said that although the Un¬ 
ited States is not a major buyer of 
palm oil, the anti-palm oil lobby 
had to be fought because other 
global buyers may begin to be¬ 
lieve its claims. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


IE A confirms OPEC’s oil 
output reductions 


SYDNEY — Prices drifted tower amid concern about ^new' • ' 
economic figures, interest rates-arid soft-metal prices Tte'~' 
All-Ordinaries Index fell 10.6 to 1,501.4. .. .*/ 


East Germany imports oil from 
Iran and Iraq, in addition to 
long-term supplies from the 
Soviet Union of 17 million tons a 
year. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Swelfieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


Public relations director 
Michael Parker said Saatchi had 
been employed to buikl up West¬ 
ern-style advertising in the state 
radio and television monopoly 
Gostelradio — an idea that would 
have shocked communist officials 
just 10 years ago. 

At least initially, most of the 
advertising will by Western firms, 
but Parker said Saatchi would 
also try to encourage Soviet en¬ 
terprises to use the media. 

“Up until very recently, the 
Soviet Union had no experience 
whatever of advertising... now 
the opportunities for television 
advertising are tremendous,*' he 
told a news conference. 

“In the short term, companies 
can use television amply to estab¬ 
lish their reputation, even before 
there is much business. This will 
pay dividends in the long term, 1 ' 
he added. 

Saatchi and Saatchi helped pol- 


Parker said Saatchi would 
advise Soviet authorities on how 
to handle advertising on its 
domestic radio and television as 
well as their world service. Radio 
Moscow. 

The speed ■ of expansion de¬ 
pended on Gorbadbiev’s success 
in opening up Soviet markets to 
Western goods, be said. 

Jane Tarassova, legal executive 
of Gostelradio, said Soviet audi¬ 
ences had viewed experiments in 
television advertising so far as “a 
form of entertainment.” 


Gorbachev's economic reforms 
have so for foiled to bring any 
influx of Western quality consum¬ 
er goods to Soviet shops. Some 
baric products have become even 
more scarce than they were five 
years ago. 

Asked if she thought advertise¬ 
ments for Western goods mid ser¬ 
vices might upset Soviet viewers, 
she replied: “Not at alL.. the 
response from people has been 
good.” 

Parker gave no details of cost 


LONDON (R) — The West’s 
International Energy 1 Agency 
(DBA) reckons that OPEC cut Oil 
output by about 15 per; cent in 
January in a new bid to put a 
floor under petroleum prices. 

The Paris-based IEA’s latest 
monthly report said that January 
crude oil output by the Organisa¬ 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) averaged 19.4 
million bairels daily. 

That was down by 3.4 million 
from 22.8 million estimated for 
December. It was, however, 
above OPECs self-imposed ceil¬ 
ing which was set at 18.5 million 
under a new agreement to curb 
excess supply which took effect 

from Jan. 1. 


Saudi Arabia, the biggest ex¬ 
porter, made the biggest cut. It 
came down by more than two 
million barrets daily to 4.5 mil¬ 
lion. Kuwait cut by_ 500,000 to 1.1 
million barrels daily- 


But the United Arab Emirates 
was pumping above its OPEC- 
mandated quota. The IEA said it 
cut by 700,000 ban-els daily to 1.5 


million, but its quota is just under 
one million. 

Excess supply by the United 
Arab Emirates was a big factor in 
a ruinous glut last year which sent 
oil prices sliding. 

Another factor was Iraq's re¬ 
fusal to abide by OPEC rules 
until the ceasefire in its Gulf war 
with fellow member Iran. 

OPEC’s new output agree¬ 
ment, with Iraq back in the fold, 
has already succeeded in driving 
prices higher, even though the 
United Arab Emirates still seems 
to be overproducing. 

North Sea'Brent crude, a world 
marker, is trading just above $16 
a barrel having been down almost 
to $11 before OPEC clinched its 
new pact in talks last November. 

Tokyo o s J industry sources 
have reported that China's state.' 
oil firm, Sinochem, tentatively set 
a new price with its Japanese 
customers of $16.10 for its Daq- 
ing crude, compared with $12.84 
in the final three months of 1988. 

World prices, however, remain 
below OPEC's declared goal of 
an average around $18 n barrel. 
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Aouita runs sixth fastest 5,000 metres 

FAIRFAX, Virginia (R) — Morocco’s Said Aouita showed his 
talents are not limited to outdoor racing as he charged to tbe sixth 
fastest 5,000 metres ever run indoors Sunday at the Fairfax 
Invitational Athletics meeting. Aouita, the world outdoor record 
bolder at 1,500, 2,000 and 5.000 metres was timed ip 13 minutes 
22.56 seconds to win by more than 100 metres in only his third 
race indoors. Jackie Joyner-Kersee, the Olympic champion in the 
women's long jump and heptathlon, shattered her U.S. record in 
the 60 metres hurdles with a time of 7.81 seconds — the 10th 
fastest performance ever in the evem despite crashing into the 
final hurdle. Aouita, who made his U.S. indoor debut with a 
3,000 metres victory Friday night in New York, was impressive 
despite an inability to bear the runners’ times for each lap. In a 
near-solo race over the last 2,000 metres, be made a strong run at 
Tanzanian Suleiman Nyambui’s indoor record of 13:20.4. “I 
believe I could have broken the world record but I was alone over 
die last laps," said the slender Aouita, who was cheered on by 
several flag-waving Moroccans. “I am in world-record condition,” 
said Aouita, who sported to the front after 2,400 metres on the 
unbanked 200-metre track and had a chance at the record until he 
ran 2:43.2 for the fourth km. 

Taxi driver returns to the ring 

NEW YORK (AP) — Saoui Mamby quit driving a cab in 1988 
after two years on the job because “it is too dangerous.” So his 
lone source of income once again is professional boxing. Mamby’s 
next payday will be Thursday when he fights 21-year-old 
Glenwood “the real beast" Brown in New York. On June 4, 
Saoui Mamby will be 42. It's a story as old as the fight game. A 
young prospect wants to list an ex-world champion as a victim. 
The oldtimer needs the money. Except there’s a twist. This is a 
rematch because the oldtimer was not just along for tbe ride . Last 
June 27, the two met at Madison Square Garden in a 10-round 
bout, which was the garden's live feature under its closed-circuit 
telecast of the Mike Tyson-Michael Spinks match in Atlantic City. 


U.S., Spain, Sweden, France and 
others advance in Davis Cup tennis 


FORT MYERS, Florida (AP) — Andre Agassi 
beat Francisco Gonzalez 6-2, 6-4 Sunday and, 
directing defiant gestures toward a small section 
of Paraguayan fans, completed the United States* 
5-0 pay-back victory over Paraguay in Davis Cup 
first-round play. 


American Michael Chang ral¬ 
lied for a 5-7,6-0,6-1 victory over 
Hugo Chapacu in the day’s ear¬ 
lier match. 

The United States ensured its 
victory Saturday when Ken Flacfa 
and Robert Seguso swept Gon¬ 
zalez and VicLor Pecci 6-1, 6-3,- 
6-4. The Americans will meet 
France in San Diego in April's 
quarterfinals. 

The victory avenged the Amer¬ 
icans’ bitter loss to the same team 
before a raucous-crowd in Asun¬ 
cion in 1987. 

Agassi needed only 58 minutes 
to beat Gonzalez, a late replace¬ 
ment for Pecci in the meaningless 
match. When Agassi broke Gon¬ 
zalez for a 5-4 lead in the second 
set, he faced the Paraguayan 
fans, put his thumbs in his ears 
and wiggled his fingers. 

The United States is seeking its 
first Davis Cup title since 1982. 
Paraguay will play a relegation 
match later this year, with the 
opponent and site yet to be deter¬ 


mined. 

In other first-round world 
group matches: 

Sweden 4, Italy 1 

Mikael Pemfors beat Massimi- 
liano Narducci 6-3, 6-4, 4-6, 6-7. 
6-3 to clinch Sweden's match with 
Italy, played in Malmo, Sweden. 
Pemfors was hampered by Leg 
Cramps as the Swedes, who have 
played in six straight finals, adv¬ 
anced despite being without Mats 
Wilander and Stefan Ed berg. 
Jonas Svensson made the final 
score 4-1, defeating Omar Cam- 
porese 6-3, 3-6, 6-3. 

Sweden will play Austria in the 
semi-finals. 

Spain 3, Mexico 2 

Jorge Arrese came to the fore 
for Spain after its top player, 
Emilio Sanchez was upset. 
Despite the home court advan¬ 
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Impressive Internazionaie keeps Napoli at bay 


MILAN (8)— Unbeaten In¬ 
ternationale Milan, drawing 
heavily oh their tradition as 
masters off- defensive play, 
proved again Sunday they wiU - 
be difficult to dislodge from'. 
the; top of the - Italian First. - 
Division.’' 

After some unimpressive . 
performances, they redisco- . 


vered their best form to beat 
-Torino 2-0 and reach the half¬ 
way stage in the championship 
-with a three-point lead over 
NapoK. 

: “The ; statistics show that 
only rarely have the winter 
champions not won the tide at 
the rad of tbe season.” said 
Inter coach Giovanni Trapat- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN ' 

. AND OHAR SHARIF • • 

61986 Trifeurw MBdtaSwrfcw, toe. . 

THUMP COUPTIMMY IS BORN 


toni. 

Two goals from Aldo Serena 
in the opening 19 minutes en¬ 
sured a comfortable victory for 
Inter, who have conceded only 
five goals in 26 league matches 
this season. They have scored 
25. 

Napoli, with captain Diego 
.Maradona labouring with a 
cold, won 1-0 at Pisa, Andrea 
Carnevale scoring after 32 mi¬ 
nutes. But, after an undisting¬ 
uished show, their half-term 
report is likely to be of the 
“need to concentrate... could 
do better" variety. Maradona 
has helped make Napoli Italy’s 


leading scorers with 32 goals in 
their 16 matches, but they 
have conceded 11 — more 
than double tbe Inter total. 

Sampdoria stayed third by 
beating Lazio 1-0 with a first- 
half goal by Roberto Marini. 

- Atlanta are still fourth, despite 
losing 2-1 at Lecce. 

Sampdoria coach Vujadin 
Boskov, whose team defend a 
3-2 lead against Atlanta in the 
second leg of the Italian cup 
semifinals Wednesday, said he 
was worried his players were 
over-tired. 

He said three played while 
unfit and added: “This is the 


Neither v ulner able. South deals. 
NORTH. . 

' * Void . 

’ <? ASQ3 
0 KQ 10 52 
- 4 J 10 9 8 

WEST •’ *>. EAST_ • 


old Mock, as this hand Shows. 

West’s ihree-chib overcaD prom- ( 
;'ised a red two-suiter. North intend- , 
ed Ms double as a request to let him 
have the right of way, hot Timmy j 
interpreted it as showing club val- j 
ues; hence Ms jinnp to four spades 


FORECAST TOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7,1989 


0 Void ?u:?ctt*p*S7 6 5 3 based on presumed fillers for his 

^ 3 9,1:5.2. 'z -SZJJS 4‘ ~;.~ . -^ade«tik -- .... 


YOdR 

DAILY 


HOROSCOPE 


0 AJ764J 6 Void 
*43 *KQ5 

SOUTH . ' '" 

* AXQ»14 T ' 

? 10 : _ • 

' 0.98- • 

♦ A 7 d 2 _ 

The bidding: 

South West ‘ North - 
1 * 3 4 . DM Fa», 

\ * ■ Pass. : Rws ' fta"7 _ 
’j Opening- lead:- Forix trfy*- - - - 
i Trump Coop Tommy, familiar to 
ri tiers of thhr column for bis un- 
4 say ability io perform roirades. 
hen faced with a-: daunting trump - 


•Ace of diamoDds and another 
would have resulted In a one-trick 
. set, since East must come to two 
more black-suit winners. Hie ehib 
lead, however, gave Timmy a 
chance he was quick to seize. He 
captured tbe queen with the ace and 
learned the- bad news when he 
cashed the ace of tramps. He took 
dummy's three top hearts, discard¬ 
ing diamonds from band, then 
raffed a diamond as East discarded 
a dub. 


Now Timmy exited with a dub. 
East won-bat, down to nothing but 
tramps, he ™ choice about his 
exit card. Declarer's eight was good 


reak. yet unable to.laqd even the tramps, he iuuLno choice about his 
Amplest, of contract* .ww inprdi- exit card. Declarer's right was good 
jptdy prou~d~of his -ynHnggr snn, ~ enough to winthe trick, and he exit- 
?^fn. While studying’'romance lan^ 'ed '.with' another dub. East was 
] uases in. Europe, Thorax had .won - forced to ruff and lead away from 
| ■ place os - his temporary, home's Ms jack of trumps, allowing dedar- 
| iini nr ~ European '-'Champibpshlp er to score Ms ten. In all, Timmy 
f jam. Whst ’smorai he was showing* made six trump tricks, three hearts 
3me signs eS being a chip off the and the ace of dubs for.his contract. 



“Go ahead and melt, you big. ninny! 
I'm NOT turning down the heat!” 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Op¬ 
portunities may be plentifuL Take 
advantage of the day, but rmtmtwiw 
a steady path that will get results. 
Intuition will be sharp and on the 
surface ready to be used. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You 
can be easily manipulated today 
and vulnerable to sweet talk. Re¬ 
spond to those who have yoor best 
interests at heart. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
This can be a great day to open the 
door to meaningful change. A 
creative approach can be linked to 
something you enjoy doing. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Agreements made today have a fine 
chance for success. Your aw a reness 
level is high even though some self¬ 
doubt may stand in the way. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jure 22 to 
M 21) All systems say go, bat be 
organhied about iL Make good use 
of an easy day which should move 


LEO(<JuL22 to Aog. 21) You may 
fed disagreeable with other peo¬ 
ple’s ideas. This can lead to heated 
discussions that have a negative 
potential. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to SepL 22) If 
you are involved with *1^ 


can be a most creative day. Take an 
inventory of your emotional needs 
and bring your lifestyle in step. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct. 22} This 
day would be best to sit back and 
take it easy. Hold to your diet, or. 
weight gained will become public 
knowledge. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Analyze your goals and include 
short term as well as long term ob¬ 
jectives. Plan to attract people who 
reflect strength and character. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec 
21) Inharmonious aspects suggest 
that your ideas are too elaborate for 
your pocketbook. You receive a 
romantic invitation today. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 2® 
Schedules may be hard to keep, so 
leave early to be on time. Important 
people will ezpeqt full attention, so 
be prepared. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Steady progress toward career 
goals are beginning to show. Ex¬ 
pect some delays and tough deri¬ 
sions before the final curtain call. 

PISCES (Fell. 20 to Mar. 20) Not 
a favorable day for people contact 
or communications. Utilize your 
time with persona] and private con¬ 
cerns that do not include other*. 


tenth game in 32 days... 
they’re playing well, but how 
long can they keep it up?” 

Napoli defend a 2-0 lead 
‘against Pisa in the other semi¬ 
final. 

AC Milan kept alive their 
slim hopes of retainig (he title 
with a 2-0 win at Ascoli, Euro¬ 
pean footballer of the year 
Marco Van Basten scoring 
twice, but Juventus drew’ for 
tbe seventh time 1-1 at Pescara 
and now appear to be out of 
serious contention. 

In France, Yugoslav Tomis- 
lav Ivic, master tactician of 
leaders Paris St. Germain, ac¬ 
cused his players of being too 
nice after watching them fall 
2-1 to Sochaux as the cham¬ 
pionship resumed after a 
seven-week break. 

The Paris Club stayed top 
I on 50 points because main 
. rivals■ .Auxerre'. -second with 
_49, could only manage a.goal¬ 
less draw at home to cham¬ 
pions Monaco. 

“We will have to show more 
aggression in future." Ivic said 
after a game in which interna¬ 
tional goalkeeper Joel Bats 
prevented a rout against the 
rampaging young Sochaux 


side. 

"We must run more, fight 
more. We were too nice. We 
treated it like a friendly. 
Sochaux wanted to win more 
than we did.” 

Sochaux’s outstanding 
performance showed they are 
also in contention for the title 
as they moved to 45 points, 
one behind third-placed 
Marseille who w’on 2-0 in Paris 
against Matra racing. 

The signs that Paris SG and 
Auxerre could be starting to 
falter are also encouraging for 
Monaco, who are fifth on 42 
points. The champions possess 
the most complete team in 
France and could still mount a 
late challenge for the league. 

In Portugal, a last-minute 
goal by Brazilian defender 
Ricardo proved previous to 
leaders Benfita. giving them a 
1-U win at bottom-placed 
Vjseu while rivals Potto could 
only draw 1-1 at Porti- 
monense. 

Porto, sorely missing in¬ 
jured striker Rabah Madjer, 
allowed the struggling Algarve 
side a late equaliser after tak¬ 
ing the lead through Paulo 
Perreira in the 60th minute- 


NEW UNFURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

The first floor consists of two Hats each with two bedrooms, large 
salon, super deluxe kitchen, two bathrooms, independent 
central heating, garage, with an area of 100 square metres each. 
The second floor has the first floor's specifications 
Location: Um Ulhaina AJ Janoubi - Ibrahim Al Ghuzlani Streel - 
behind Kuzbur Jewellery, building number 18 - opposite Dr. 
Nabil Atallah residence. 

Please call Tel: 811501 


Peanuts 


A DOG 5H0UIP NEVES BE 
LEFT ALONE IN TME CAR.. 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia L. Yaws 



THAT SCRAMBLE) WORD GAME 
e by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


'Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
. one l«t er to each square, io form 
: four qfdjnaiy woofer '.-.l-' 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


. . ■ .... (Answerstomorrow) 

JunihteS:'SIXTY ~ RABBI EASILY NEARLY 

: \; ^'Anawist Qrie ts oot at liberty to late thfe wttfi others— 

• - :-;uBEFmEs - . 


9 Honshu port 

13 Govt ora. 

14 Right-hand 


16 Privy to 

17 Nautical word 

18 Nearest 

19 What the cook 
did before 
Thanksgiving? 

22 Place 

23 — a phi 
27 Raring ’ 

30 Way out 
32 Explorer 

Johnson 


36 Hairdo 

37 Youth org. 

38 Flu's km 
38 What 

Thanksgiving 

means? 

«4 Taka to court 
45 — -deucy 

48 Flat 

47 Cut It oat I 

49 Hwy. 

50 Alter dinner 
bon? 

57 TAE name 
60 Corsican 
patriot 

81 — Minor 

82 IRutate 

63 Certain fat 

64 Move swiftly 
85 Test 

66 Fotmerty 
formerly 
57 Termini 

DOWN 

1 — cold turkey 

2 Offs.' sch. 

3 Hero 

4 Moist 

5 Pier 

6 Beige color 
7Tend the 

am y 

B crested tuft 


Ell 

pi 

Ml 


nnaaaa 


SIMS Tribuna MeA fiankaa. Ins. 

AH Rights nuerved 


9 Mombasa's 
land 

10 Mineral 

11 Crate 

12 Supsriattve 
suffix 

14 Tracking 
devices 

20 Kind of sch. 

21 Architect 
Saarinen 

24 Hoodlums 

25 Pe r ceptive 

26 Frequent enc. 

27 Attempt 

28 Quffy 

29 Unspoiled 

30 Powdery 

31 Colorful fish - 

34 Bugbsar 

35 Hindu water 
spirit 

36 Some Ureas: 
ebbr. 

40 — accompli 

41 Bgfttfofd 

42 Basted 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn manna nma 
anna □□nna ncina 
nnofi nnnm nnan 
annaaiaanfimni 

nnnn nnnnan 
nnnam nnnian 
naan naana man 
nfionnnnnRonaaaa 
□an nnonn nnnn 
nnnmn nnnrnnn 
nnrancini ranaci 
nEoannnnnnnaaa 
ncina annum 
nnnci nnnnn nrann 
anon annnini nann 


43 Lubu music 
makers 

48 Sacred song 

49 Kindled 
anew 

51 Just 

52 Dandfes 

53 Dirty sky 


54 “God — 
heaven" 
(BiW a) 

55 Pad 
50 Markers 

57 Dazzle 

58 Caretes 

59 By my of 


Muttn’ Jeff 


tage in the match played at Mar- 
bella, Spain, Sanchez lost his 
match to Leonardo Lavalie 6-4. 
6-2, 3-6. 7-5 to knot the match at 
3-2. But Arrese came back to beat 
Francisco Maciel 6-3, 6-3, 64 to 
put Spain into the quarter-finals 
against Yugoslavia. 

Austria 5, Australia 0 

The Austrians, who clinched 
their upset with a doubles win 
Saturday, finished with two 
meaningless singles matches as 
Horst Skoff beat Mark Wood- 
forde in three sets and Thomas 
Muster beat Pat Cash, 6-2, 6-0 in 
. 49 minutes. 

West Germany 5, Indonesia 0 

Boris Becker beat Tintus 
Arianto Wibowo and Carl-Uwe 
Steeb beat Kahar Mim as the. 
defending champion West Ger¬ 
mans completed their sweep. They 
move on to face Czechoslovakia 
in the quarter-finais. 

Czechoslovakia 4, Soviet Uion 

1 


The Soviets gained their only 
victory when Alexander Volkov 
defeated Miroslav Mecir, 6-2, 6- 
7, 6-0. Then Milan Sjreber came 
back ro beat 18-year-old Andrei' 
Cherkasov 67, 7-5. 6-4. 

Yugoslavia 4, Denmark I 

Yugoslavia, which clinched its 
match Saturday, split the two 
singles Sunday. Denmark's 
Frederik Fetterlein beat Goran 
Ivanisevic of Yugoslavia then 
Bruno Oresar of Yugoslavia defe¬ 
ated Thomas Sorensen. 

ZONAL ROUND 

In zonal play to qualify for next 
year's cup round. Kuwait beat 
Jordan 3-2; Sri Lanka beat 
Malaysia; Bangladesh rallied to - 
defeat Iraq 3-2; Hungary com-; 
pleted a 4-1 win over Zimbabwe; ■ 
Bahrain beat Syria 4-1; Sri Lanka ‘ 
defeated Malaysia 3-2; Portugal 
swept Senegal 5-0; Chile beat 
Jamaica 4-1, and Algeria com¬ 
pleted a 5-0 sweep of Tunisia. 


A Swiss success story 


VAIL, COLORADO (AP) — 
Maria Walliser’s success is a Hol¬ 
lywood story without, at least for 
now, a movie-star ending. 

“I could never do something 
for the moment better than being 
a ski racer. I really enjoy it so 
much that, although I'm not 100 
per cent sure that I will go for 
another year, I think I will,” the 
Swiss skiing star says. 

The question of a career 
change came up Sunday after 
Walliser won a second straight 
world Alpine ski championships 
downhill race in smashing style. 
She flashed down the internation¬ 
al course on Vail mountain in 1 
minute, 46.50 seconds, beating 
Canada’s Karen Percy by a spec¬ 
tacular 1.5 seconds. Karin Dedler 
of West Germany, who started 
17th in the field of 32, was a 
surprising third, just .01 seconds 
behind Percy. 

Talk of Walliser becoming an 
actress “Started two years ago in 
Crans-Montana when an actor 
from Switzerland wanted to have 
me in a new film.” 

“But 1 think ski racing and 
being an actress at the same time 
is nof possible. I have Co finish my 
ski career first and then I will see 
what offers 1 can'have,” she said. 

There is seemingly nothing left 
for Walliser to achieve in tbe 
world of skiing. Walliser, 25 and 
in her 10th world cup season, was 
the women's world cup overall 
champion in 1986 and 19S7 and 
winner of the Downhill and super 
giant slalom golds in the world 


championships at Crans-Monta¬ 
na, Switzerland, in 1987. She has 
won 22 world cup events, includ¬ 
ing 12 downhills to rank fourth 
all-time in that discipline. 

For now, Walliser looks ahead 
to two more races, and perhaps 
two more medals, in Wednes¬ 
day's super giant slalom and 
Saturday's giant slalom, the final 1 
event on the women’s schedule. 

“I think when you have a world- 
championship title, you feel so 
good you don't have to change 
something for the other races. ] 
am very relaxed now and the 
experience I had today will help 
me for the other races.” she said. 

Based on training times, which 
for Walliser were a second or so 
slower than teammate Michela 
Figini most of the week, Switzer¬ 
land’s would-be film star didn’t 
figure to be fielding questions 
with a gold medal draped about 
her neck. “I’m was trying my best 
(during training), trying to find 
the best line?’ Walliser said. 
“But. of course. I don’t want to 
show my secrets to the other 
skiers. I knew I could do more in 
the race itself, concentrate more 
during the race, so I was building 
up my confidence with every 
training.” 

Training, as it turned out. 
probably accounted for little 
when the field arrived at the 
starting gate Sunday afternoon. 
.6 of a metre of snow had fallen 
since the last practice, and a 
course that had been icy and fast 
was sure to be slower. 
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Commonwealth committee meets in Harare 


Mugabe, Clark blast 
Pretoria for apartheid. 


destabilisation 


HARARE, Zimbabwe (Agencies) — President 
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe called Monday for 
tougher economic sanctions against neighbouring 
white-ruled South Africa. 


He also urged U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
to expand the U.N. peacekeeping 
force that will oversee the with¬ 
drawal of South African troops 
from Namibia. 

Mugabe told foreign ministers 
from the eight-nation Common¬ 
wealth committee on South Afri¬ 
ca that international economic 
sanctions aimed at ending apar¬ 
theid needed to be intensified. 

“Friends, allies and sympathis¬ 
ers of Pretoria must be told clear¬ 
ly that the Commonwealth will 
not allow this call to be suppres¬ 
sed by anyone, until South Africa 
is ready to dismantle her evil 
system.” said Mugabe, who is 
also current chairman of the 101- 
member Non-Aligned Move¬ 


ment. 

Mugabe was addressing the 
opening session of a three-day 
meeting of the Commonwealth 
committee seeking ways to in¬ 
crease external pressure on the 
government in South Africa and 
bolster black-governed neigh¬ 
bours. 

Several of South Africa's 
neighbours are members of the 


48-member Commonwealth, a 
loose association of Britain and 
its former colonies. 

The Zimbabwe leader ap¬ 
plauded the U.S.-brokered peace 
plan that envisions independence 
in Namibia after U.N.-sponsored 
elections in November. 

But Mugabe said African na¬ 
tions remain suspicious of South 
Africa. 

■‘Any optimism this agreement 
may have generated must be tem¬ 
pered by anxiety about potential 
hurdles and land mines lying 
along the way,” Mugabe said. 

Mugabe has been critical of 
reduction of the strength of the 
Namibia peacekeeping force 
from 7.500 men to 4,650 to save 
costs. The five permanent mem¬ 
bers of the U.N. Security Council 
— Britain. China, France, the 
Soviet Union and the United 
States — are responsible for 58 
per cent of all peacekeeping costs 
and mandated the budget cut. 

Mugabe said steps to weaken 
the United Nations' role in Nami¬ 
bia were "a negation of the letter 
and spirit of Resolution 435,” the 
U.N. peace plan for Namibia. 


“South Africa must never be 
allowed to manipulate the elec¬ 
tion processes directly or indirect¬ 
ly in her favour. All loopholes 
must therefore be closed to her,” 
he said. 

Joe Clark, external affairs 
minister of Canada, the chairman 
of the Commonwealth group, 
said the Harare meeting would 
examine the impact of South 
African military attacks and eco¬ 
nomic sabotage against its neigh¬ 
bours and the security needs of 
the frontline states. 

Gark rejected the idea that 
South Africa's diplomatic com¬ 
promise over Namibia might 
herald internal change. 

“Much has happened since this 
committee last met in Toronto, 
some of it positive, some nega¬ 
tive. The stark fact remains that 
none of the more positive de¬ 
velopments reveals any change in 
South Africa's commitment to 
apartheid,” Clark said. 

Clark and Commonwealth 
Secretary-General Sir Shridath 
RamphaJ said this week’s meeting 
would focus on what they called 
South Africa's destabilisation of 
its neighbours. 

“An independent Namibia 
does not mean the end of apar¬ 
theid nor the end to South Afri¬ 
ca's attempts to disrupt its neigh¬ 
bours,” Gark said. 


Muscovites, Americans 
sense new era, says poll 


NEW YORK (AP) — A U.S.- 
Soviet public opinion poll has 
found good will among residents 
of Moscow and four U.S. cities, 
despite tears over their nations' 
longstanding rivalry. 

Majorities in Moscow and in 
the U.S. cities saw the superpow¬ 
ers as friendly, rbe survey found, 
and more than eight in 10 agreed 
the two nations were entering “a 
new era of peace and coopera¬ 
tion.” 

At the same time, nearly four 
in 10 Muscovites saw the United 
States as a serious threat to their 
nation, and as many or more of 
the Americans saw the Soviets as 
a threat to the United States, the 
survey found. 

The poll was sponsored by 
WCVB-TV Boston, the Detroit 
Free Press, the Daily News and 
WCBS television and radio in 
New York, and KRON-TV in 
San Francisco. The poll was con¬ 
ducted by telephone Dec. 15-25 
among approximately 1,000 
adults each in Moscow and New 
York and about 600 each in Bos¬ 
ton, Detroit and San Francisco. It 
had a three-point margin of error 
for the larger samples, four for 
the smaller ones. The results 
were published last week. 


The survey measured social as 
well as political views, providing 
for comparisons of the beliefs and 
lifestyles of the Soviets and 
Americans in the cities where it 
was conducted. 

Muscovites, for example, were 
considerably more confident in 
their government, with 37 per 
cent saying they always can trust 
it to do what's right. Just six per 
cent of the Americans said the 
same of their government. 

But more of the Americans had 
great pride in their nationality. 
Depending on the city, about 
seven in 10 said they were very 
proud to be Americans. In Mos¬ 
cow, four in 10 were very proud 
to be Soviets. 

The Americans were far more 
content with the goods and ser¬ 
vices available to them and more 
postive about their economy. 
More than half said their lives had 
improved in recent years, com¬ 
pared with 37 per cent of Musco¬ 
vites. 

Among other findings: 

— The Moscow residents 
socialised less frequently than the 
Americans and were far less like¬ 
ly to eat in restaurants or attend 
sporting events. Nearly half the 
Muscovites said they never exer¬ 


cised; no more than a quarter of 
the Americans said that. 

— The Muscovites were far 
more avid readers than the 
Americans, with 61 per cent 
saying they sat down to read a 
book almost daily. That was twice 
the number of daily readers, for 
example, in Boston. 


— American respondents were 
more aware of several interna¬ 
tional figures. Nearly four in 10 of 
the Muscovites said they had nev¬ 
er heard of Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi and a quarter said 
they bad never beard of Pope 
John Paul II or Ayatollah 
Khomeini of Iran. 


— At least two-thirds of the 
Americans said religion was im¬ 
portant in their daily lives, com¬ 
pared with just 13 per cent of 
Muscovites. Eighty per cent or 
more of the Americans in each 
city believed in God. compared 
with 10 per cent of the Moscow 
residents. 


Whatever their nations' differ¬ 
ences. at least three-quarters of 
the Americans in each city said 
they had a generally favourable 
impression of the Soviet people. 
Similarly, eight in 10 Soviets 
thought well of Americans. 



WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


18 die in Brazil jail riot 


Jamaica’s Seaga trails rival 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Eighteen prisoners 
suffocated to death in an overcrowded jail cell into 
which inmates said police had pumped tear gas 
following a riot Sunday in a Sao Paulo police 
station. The 18 died after some 50 prisoners were 
jammed into a maximum security cell. All the 
victims were believed to have suffocated, a police 
officer said. “Because they (the prisoners) had 
destroyed the other cells, we had nowhere else to 
put them,” the officer at the station said. The riot 
began when prisoners broke out of their cells in 
the police station. After police overpowered the 
rioters they were locked up in the maximum 
security ceil for around 20 to 30 minutes. Press 
reports said the cell measured three by Wi metres. 


KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — A poll published 
Sunday suggests Conservative Prime Minister Ed¬ 
ward Seaga badly trails his socialist rival, Michael 
Manley, in the final days of a campaign marred by 
violence that has left at least eight people dead. 
Seaga. one of the United States' closest allies in 
the Caribbean, is rated a 14-point underdog in his 
bid for an unprecedented third consecutive term in 
Thursday's election. A poll published Sunday by 
the Daily Gleaner, an independent Kingston 
newspaper, said Manley's left-leaning People’s 
National Party will win a comfortable 36-seat 
majority in the 60-seat parliament. 


Botha could retire soon 


German right wins votes 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Newspapers Sunday 
said P.W. Botha, who stepped down as leader of 
South Africa's ruling party last week after suffer¬ 
ing a stroke, could soon retire from the presiden¬ 
cy. Botha, who suffered a stroke Jan. 18, Thursday 
resigned as head of the National Party and was 
replaced the same day by National Education 
Minister F. W. de Klerk, who is considered Botha's 
heir apparent as president. Hie Sunday Times, the 
country's largest paper, said in a front-page story 
that Botha's decision to step down as party chief 
“is a prelude to complete withdrawal from public 
life.” Botha, 73, has said he will stay on as 
president, but he has appointed Constitutional 
Development Minister Chris Heunis as acting 
president while be recuperates. Doctors say Botha 
is recovering rapidly, but it will be at least another 
month before he can consider returning to work. 


BONN, West Germany (AP) — The radical 
right-wing party that shocked the nation a week 
ago by winning 7.5 per cent of the vote in Berlin 
would poll 11.5 per cent nationwide if elections 
were held now, according to an opinion survey 
released Sunday. The poll results, reported by the 
weekly Welt am Sonnlag (World on Sunday) 
newspaper, prompted the former Nazi SS soldier 
who heads the Republicans to predict his party will 
win seats in the European parliament in elections 
scheduled in June. While the Republicans axe 
unlikely to draw broad public support, the ultra- 
right organisation's growing appeal demonstrates 
widespread discontent among West Germans. It 
also threatens further setbacks for Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s centre-right Christian Democratic 
Union, which has lost ground in the last five state 
elections. 


Pakistan blast kills three 


Hess photos hint at murder 


QUETTA. Pakistan (AP) — No one has claimed 
responsibility for a weekend bomb explosion that 
ripped through a bus terminal in this southwestern 
Pakistani city, killing three people and injuring 
another five, police said Monday. Dawn, an 
English-language daily newspaper published in the 
southern port city of Karachi, said the three- 
kilogramme bomb also destroyed five buses. The 
casualty figure in Sunday morning’s explosion 
could have been higher, but a bitter cold wind kept 
passengers inside the terminal building, the news¬ 
paper reported. Quetta, about 100 kilometres 
from the Afghan border, is surrounded by tent 
villages housing thousands of Afghans seeking 
refuge from 10 years of dvfl war in their country. 


LONDON (AP) — Photographs of the body of 
Rudolf Hess suggest that the 93-year-old deputy to 
Adolf Hitler may have been murdered at West 
Berlin’s Spandau prison, the Observer newspaper 
reported Sunday. The liberal weekly said it had 
been shown the pictures, which were brought to 
London by Hess' son. Wolf Rudiger Hess. Hess 
met Friday, with Scotland Yard detectives investi¬ 
gating suggestions that Hess did not commit 
suicide in 1987. The photographs were part of a 
report by Professor Wolfgang Spann of Munich 
who suggested that Hess died as a result of 
“deliberate strangulation rather than hanging,” 
the paper said. The post-mortem by Professor 
James Cameron of London University gave the 
cause of Hess' death as suicide by hanging . 



Gorbachev-Deng summit will 
normalise ties — Shevardnadze 


Eduard Shevardnadze 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She¬ 
vardnadze said Monday the first 
Sino-Soviet summit meeting for 
30 years would bring complete 
normality ro relations between 
the two communist giants. 

The summit between Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping 
will be held in Peking from May 
15 to 18, Shevardnadze con¬ 
firmed. 

“Now that the Sino-Soviet 
summit has been clearly marked 
on the political calendar this year, 
we can rightfully say it will mean 
a complete normalisation of rela¬ 
tions between the Soviet Union 


and China,” he told a news con¬ 
ference in Islamabad. 

“The summit will close the 
chapter on the past and chart a 
new coarse into the future,” he 
said shortly before heading home 
from talks in Peking. long 
estranged from its communist 
neighbour, and Pakistan. 

Shevardnadze said officials of 
die two countries were preparing 
a joint document “on the basis of 
the dearly defined principles of the 
new Sino-Soviet relations” to be 
signed in Peking by the two lead¬ 
ers. He gave no other details. 

Shevardnadze also said the two 
sides had agreed during his talks 
in Pelting last week on a docu¬ 


ment on Kampuchea he said 
would show “the areas of agree¬ 
ment about how to tackle the 
crisis in the region-" 

He gave no details, but the 
official New China news agency 
Monday said the two sides agreed 
on the need for “an effective 
control mechanism” to supervise 
the withdrawal of Vietnamese 



troops. 

The continued presence of 
Vietnamese troops in the country 
has been a major stumbling "block 
to improved Sino-Soviet rela¬ 
tions. 

Vie tnam has promised to with¬ 
draw its troops from Kampuchea 
by September, 1989. 


15 million Hindus 


take their holy dip 


ALLAHABAD, India (AP) — 
An estimated 15 million Hindus 
— holy men from their Hima¬ 
layan cave homes, naked recluses 
from forest dens and ordinary 
pilgrims from across India — 
started immersing themselves at 
the confluence of two sacred riv¬ 
ers Monday. 

The ceremonial bathing began 
at 4 a.m. Monday (2230 GMT 
Sunday) with the faithful blowing 
conch shells and chanting hymns. 
The pilgrims believe a cup in the 
rivers at the right time astrologi- 
cally will free them from the 
Hindu cycle of reincarnation and 
allow them to achieve salvation. 

Hindus believe that Lord 
Brahma, the creator of the world 
in Hindu mythology and a mem¬ 
ber of the supreme trinity in the 
pantheon of Hindu gods, awakes 
at 4 a.m. and, so, the day should 
stmt at that hour. 

Two people died in the early 
hours of the mass bathing. A 
50-year-old man collapsed on the 
river bank after his bath and soon 
died, and a woman drowned 
when her boat capsized, accord¬ 
ing to a police officer who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. In 
1954. about 800 pilgrims died in a 
stampede at the holy festival. 

Monday's bathing is the high 
point of the seven-week Kumbb 
Mela Festival, which according to 
the Guinness Book of World Re¬ 
cords is the largest religious 
gathering on earth. 

The Kumbh Mela is celebrated 
every 12 years — by lunar calen¬ 
dar reckoning — when a rare 
planetary convergence takes 


place: Jupiter is in the Taurus 
constellation, the sun and moon 
are in Capricorn, and a-series of 
complicated calculations of Hin¬ 
du astrology occur. 

But Monday took an added 
significance, tor it is also the day 
of the new moon, another good 
omen. 

For the faithful, the bathing is 
often a once-in-a-lifetnne oppor¬ 
tunity. 

“1 planned this trip five years 
back when we had a good crop.” 
Sarju Mahato said as he tended 
the blisters on his two sons' feet. 

“We saved money and came 
here," added the fanner from 
Bihar state. 

Ganesh Dasgupta, a railroad 
worker from Calcutta, brought 
his family of six to the festival. “I 
have got what I wanted. A bath 
here is equal to visiting all the 
pilgrim centres in the country,” 
he said. 

The festival takes its name, 
Kumbh Mela, from a story in 
Hindu mythology about a fight 
among gods and demons over a 
pot of nectar. “Kumbh” means 
pot, and “Mela” means fair in the 
Hindi language. 

According to legend, the gods 
seized the nectar and it made 
them invincible in their war 
against the demons. But a drop- 
of nectar from the gods’ pot is 
thought to have fallen at Allaha¬ 
bad where the Ganges and Jamu- 
na Rivers come together. 

A bath at the exact spot where 
the nectar feU is supposed to 
bring salvation from the Hindu 
cycle of birth and rebirth. 



Two Chinese girls dutch and bite snakes daring a pre-Umar New 
Year show in Singapore- 


Festivities in China 


mark year of snake 


Sick Marcos stirs 


sympathy at home 


MANILA (R) — Three years 
after his downfall, former Presi¬ 
dent Ferdinand Marcos has stir¬ 
red public sympathy for his return 
to the Philippines, but President 
Corazon Aquino is keeping the 
doors closed. 

Vice-President Salvador 
Laurel, once an arch Marcos foe 
and now leader of a campaign to 
bring the ailing ex-president back 
from Hawaii, warned Monday of 
dvil strife if Aquino barred Mar¬ 
cos’s return. 

“That (public disorder) is what 
[ am worried about,” Laurel said 
in a nationwide radio interview. 
“We can avoid that if we bring 
Marcos back.” 

Laurel visited Marcos in Hon¬ 
olulu last week and said the de¬ 
posed strongman was close to 
death and wanted to die in his 
country. 

Aquino spurned Laurel's re¬ 
quests to see her to transmit a 
message from Marcos which 
Laurel said was secret and with 
‘Tar-reaching consequences” for 


the government and the nation. 

The campaign for Marcos's re¬ 
turn has won the backing of 
several senators, including mem¬ 
bers of Aquino's ruling coalition 
and senate opposition leader 
Juan Ponce Enrile, a former 
defence chief and a leader of the 
1986 popular revolt that toppled 
Marcos. 


“I don’t think Mr. Marcos or 
his family would be thinking of 
violence at this stage considering 
his present condition,” Enrile 
said. 


Aquino aides dismiss Laurel’s 
campaign as an attempt to boost 
his own political image and say 
Aquino remains firm in her stand 
that Marcos should first return 
the billions of dollars he allegedly 
looted from the country before he 
is allowed home. 


A senior official said the gov¬ 
ernment was likely to bar the 
entry of Marcos’s body if he dies 
in exile because a Philippine bu¬ 
rial could provoke violence. 


PEKING (AP) — Peking resi¬ 
dents greeted the year of the 
snake early Monday with fewer 
firecrackers than past years, but 
didn't stint on. the traditional 
feasting and drinking. 

Stores were jammed over the 
weekend with people preparing 
for the Lunar New Year, which 
the communist government dubs 
spring festival in an effort to rid 
the holiday of its traditional su¬ 
perstitions. 

The year of the snake is re¬ 
garded as an unpredictable year 
because the snake is a cunning 
animal. 

As the clock struck midnight 
Sunday, coloured rockets and 
sparklers burst from every street 
and lit up Peking's smoggy sky. 
The cacaphony continued for ab¬ 
out half an hour, but it was only a 
dim echo of the fireworks fusil¬ 
lades of the past, which used to 
go on for hours. 

Hie government sharply cut 
back on the fireworks supply this 
year, allocating 30 per cent less to 
Peking, in an effort to reduce the 
number of fires and accidents. 
Peking also banned firecrackers 
from the city's central Hananmen 
Square and hundreds of other 
public locations, while Shanghai 
banned them altogether from the 


downtown area. 

The Lunar New Year is a ma¬ 
jor holiday in China, a time for 
visiting family, feasting,- giving 
gifts and reflecting on ihe past 
year. 

Last year, the year of the dra¬ 
gon, brought the higbestinflation 
the country has seen in more, than 
three decades, its worst drought 
in memory and the most deadly 
earthquake since the last dragon 
year. 

Top officials, making the 
rounds of spring festival tea par¬ 
ties over the part few days,' took 
the occasion to deliver pep talks 
about China’s economic woes. 

President Yang Shangkun, 
attending a party for 1,700 army 
officers in the eastern city of 
Nanking, urged them to “join 
hands with the party, government 
and civilians in overcoming diffi¬ 
culties China has encountered in 
its ongoing reform.” 

Although the Sunday television 
news and newspapers commented 
on the activities of most top 
leaders, they did not mention 
senior leader Deng Xiaoping. 
Deng, 84, apparently spent the 
holiday quietly in Shanghai, 
where he was rumoured to be 
undergoing unspecified medical 
treatment. 


U.S. capital could become murder capital 


By Deborah Zabarenko 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — America’s 
capital could also become its 
murder capital if a record wave 
of violence continues. 

Known as a city of public 
glamour and hidden grime, of 
national power and politics 
against a backdrop of urban 
poverty, Washington is getting 
a new reputation for murder, 
random shootings and easily 
available guns despite some of 
the strictest gun-control laws in 
the United States. 

January was the deadliest 
month in the city's history, 
with 50 homicides reported 
and the murder rate rising to 
24 per 100,000 residents — the 
same rate as Detroit, which has 
long led the United States in 
this grisly statistic. 

Hus follows the year of the 
most homicides ever in 
Washington. A record 372 
people were killed here, most 
of them by gunfire, in 1988- 

Two of the latest victims 
were a brother and sister gun¬ 
ned down in their home a few 
blocks from the houses of Con¬ 


gress. 

“We live here in America 
and we believed the legal sys¬ 
tem would protect us,” a 
cousin of the two victims said. 


“We had sincere fears. We 
expected the police to protect 
life, not to lament the ones 
tost." 

■ The violence need not be 
fatal to be frightening. 

Last week, two teenagers 
opened fire with semi-automa¬ 
tic weapons at a previously 
trouble-free high school in a 
quiet, upper-raiddle-class 
neighbourhood. Four students 
were wounded in a clash pro¬ 
voked by an argument over a 
seat next to a girl in the 
school's cafeteria. 

Now, plans are in the offing 
to install metal detectors at 
Washington public schools. 
Gun-control advocates, includ¬ 
ing the city council, have prop¬ 
osed a law that would make 
gun makers and sellers liable 
For crimes committed with 
weapons traceable to them. 

Although the District of Col¬ 
umbia — which encompasses 
Washington — has tough gun- 
control laws, weapons are easi¬ 
ly available in foe Maryland 
and Virginia suburbs and they 
flow into town in part to equip 
street dealers in Washington's* 
rising narcotics trade. 

“Drugs are driving the homi¬ 
cides. Hie guns are .doing the 
homicides,” said Council Pres¬ 
ident David Clarke, who prop¬ 


osed the new gun measure. 
“We worship the gun in this 
country.” 

_ The National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion (NRA). which anchors the 
U.S. gun lobby, rails the plan 
idiotic, an attempt to blame 
gun merchants for crimes that 
police should prevent. 

But a spokesman for Mayor 
Marion Barry says police have 
a near-impossible task fighting 
a burgeoning drug problem, 
especially the smokable 
cocaine known as crack, as 
well as criminals’ easy access to 
weapons. 

The telephone directory lists 
dozens of gun shops advertis¬ 
ing fully automatic weapons 
like those used in the high 
school attack, although most 
are in the suburbs. 

To buy a gun in adjacent 
Virginia patrons must only 
affirm that they are over 18 
years of age, are residents of 
that state and have never been 
convicted of certain crimes. . 

“For home defence, we sug¬ 
gest a shotgun with a 20-inch 
barrel,” said doe gun-store 
clerk asked about his wares. 

Hie notion of home defence 
is a hot topic in Washington, 
where pockets of prosperity,are 
interspersed with tumbledown 
buildings and drug-ravaged. 


areas. 

“This is a surface dty.” said 
Thomas Courtless, a professor 
of law and sociology at George 
Washington University. “It’s 
the political capital, has the 
Congress and the president, 
but once you step beyond 
those yon begin to realise some 
of the sharp differences be¬ 
tween those who are disadvan¬ 
taged and those who are ■very 
privileged.” 7 

This contrast was dear on 
the night of President Bush’s 
inauguration. When richly 
dressed party-goers arrived in 
limousines at the newly refur¬ 
bished Union Station, the site 
of an inaugural ball, relief 
workers served free soup to 
homeless derelicts just outside 

Courtless said the kinder 
gentler nation” talk which 
characterised Bush’s presiden¬ 
tial campaign and hisinaugural ■ 
address is mainly geared to 
white, middle-dass.Americans 
and not to the predominantly' 
black, poor residents in the 
.White House T s backyard! 

Since the capital's : murder 
rate began rising in January 
1987, nearly all of the city’s 
400-plus victims have been 
black, and ensnared ‘in ' the 
“other Washington” of poverty, 
mean streets and drugs.- * 
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